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Quabbin to 
participate In 
pool COVID 
testing 


By Ellenor Downer 
Staff Writer 


BARRE — Quabbin Regional 
School District Superintendent 
Sheila Muir said the Department 
of Elementary and Secondary 
Education offered a free six-week 
pool COVID testing to schools in 
the Commonwealth. 

The QRSD Committee voted 
to participate in the free, six-week 
program as of March 1. 

She said the purpose of this type 
of testing was to identify asymp- 
tomatic COVID cases. Permission 
was needed from parents of stu- 
dents and adults in the pool. The 
pool system would test a cohort of 
up to ten individuals, students and 
a staff member. Students in grade 
2 and up would self-administer 
the gentle nasal swab test and staff 
would perform the test on young- 
er students. The superintendent 
said the testing company, Project 
Beacon, would get results within 
24 hours. 

DESE would provide test kits, 
the testing and courier service free 
for the first six weeks. 

She said if all the individuals 
came back negative in the pool, 
then it the assumption would be 
no one in the pool had COVID. If a 
pool had one or more positive tests, 
then everyone in the pool would 
take a rapid test. 

Muir said schools, which were 
participating in the program, found 
participation increased over time 
and she said it should be the case 
for the Quabbin district. Muir said 
the program was extra work for the 
school nurses and medical waiting 
room staff. She said the tests during 
the free period would provide the 
district with more information and 
the school committee then would 
make a decision to continue with 
the program. DESE did not give a 
definitive price at this time, but it 
estimated cost to be about $30 per 
pool and it would likely charge for 
transporting test samples to the lab. 

School committee vice-chair 
Mark Brophy said, “It was a wise 
move to make.” 

Sports 

Quabbin was in a pod with six 
other schools for the fall 2 sports 
season, which consists of football 
and indoor track. Football would 
start Feb. 22 and indoor track, 
March 15. The six schools included 
Ayer/Shirley, Gardner, Lunenburg, 
Murdock, Narragansett and 
Quabbin. Quabbin’s home turf for 
football will be Gardner and away 
turf, Lunenburg as they both had 
artificial turf. Officials were still 
trying to decide the spectator limit 
on outdoor football. 

NJROTC 2022 trip 

The QRSD Committee approved 
a trip request by Captain Daniel 
Brennock for the Quabbin 
NJROTC cadets to Iceland for 
April 2022 with the usual provi- 
sos. Cost of the trip would be 
$4,200 and accommodations would 
include three students to a room. 
Student advisory 

Student advisory mem- 
bers Nathan Legare and Sarah 
McMenemy gave the school com- 
mittee an update on the Drama 


See QRSD, page 5 
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Sofie teach- 
es Hardwick 
Playgroup chil- 
dren how to 
do the “Hokey 
Pokey” via 
Zoom. 


Turley Publications 
Photo by Paula Ouimette 
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By Paula Ouimette 
Staff Writer 


HARDWICK — The 
Hardwick Playgroup, an 
early literacy program for 
children ages O-5 and part of 
MOC Coordinated Family 
and Community Engagement, 
has been offering virtu- 
al playgroups on Zoom since 
Sept. 2020. Playgroups are 
held every Friday at 10 a.m. 
All children, regardless of 
where they live, are welcome 
to join the group. Each week 
playgroup coordinator Miss 
Paula reads a different story, 
sings songs and leads families 
through a craft or activity. 

This past Friday, Feb. 12, 
Hardwick Playgroup (which 
streams live from the Ware 
River News office, 80 Main St., 
Ware) had special Valentine’s 


Day guests, Sofie Vanilla 
Cookie and her human coun- 
terpart, Steve Olivo. Sofie 
and Olivo are well-known in 
the area, visiting area schools, 
nursing homes, hospitals, farm- 
ers markets, and supporting 
local events and businesses. 
With COVID-19 protocols in 
place, Sofie’s ability to interact 
with the community has been 


Oakham gets electronic sign 
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The town of Oakham now has a new sign on the front 
lawn of Oakham Town Hall. It displays date, time and 
temperature. The sign replaces a non-electronic covered 
sign, which used plastic letters and numbers in slots. 


Steve Olivo assists Sofie with performing magic trick. 
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impacted, and joining the virtu- 
al playgroup was just what she 
needed to beat the winter blues. 

A visit from Sofie has 
always been a highlight of 
Hardwick Playgroup, as chil- 
dren love to sit next to her 
and read her stories or show 
her their craft that they have 


See SOPHIE, page 6 





BOH offers COVID 


clinics this weekend 


By Ellenor Downer 
Staff Writer 


HUBBARDSTON — The main 
topic at the Feb. 9 Hubbardston 
Board of Health meeting was 
COVID-19 vaccine clinics for peo- 
ple ages 75 and up. 

The clinics will be held at the 
Hubbardston Center School, 8 Elm 
St., Saturday, Feb. 20 from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. and Sunday, Feb. 21 from 
1-3 p.m. To register for an appoint- 
ment slot, eligible residents should 
contact the Hubbardston Board of 
Health at 978-928-1400, extension 
209 or at Inspect @hubbardston.us. 

Mallory Seamon, board of 
health adminiostrator, said the 
town clerk provided a list of all 
Hubbbardston residents ages 75 
and older. She said those seniors, 
who had email would receive an 
email about the clinic tomorrow, as 
well as receive a Reverse Code Red 
911 call informing them of the clin- 
ic and how to register. In addition, 
volunteers from the Hubbardston 
Senior Center were helping the 
board of health reach out to eligible 
seniors. 

Dr. Michael Stauder, town phy- 
Sician, joined the meeting for this 
part of the discussion. He said he 
would be at both clinics. He said 


the Hubbardston Center School 
had a defibrillator and the board 
of health should ask the ambulance 
service for a few epipens. He said 
Heywood Hospital would dispose 
of the sharps from the clinic. 

BOH chair Catherine Hansgate 
said all the supplies, which were 
ordered, arrived. BOH member 
Vincent Ritchie said the ordered 
refrigeration/freezer should arrive 
tomorrow. 

When asked if recently vacci- 
nated individuals could spread the 
virus, Stauder said it was unlikely. 
He said he wanted to associate with 
a vaccinated person than a non-vac- 
cinated one. 

Elementary school Principal 
Jill Peterson will open the school 
Friday, Feb. 19 so the volunteers 
can set up for the clinic 

The board of health decided to 
hold another meeting Tuesday, Feb. 
16 to finalize plans. Ritchie said 
they should post the set up date 
Feb. 19 and the clinic dates of Feb. 
20 and 21 as inadvertently there 
would be a quorum of the board of 
health. 

Member Judie O’Donnell said 
other towns Sterling, Rutland and 
Oakham/New Braintree already 


See HUBBARDSTON, page 5 


Open Space and Recreation 
Plan forum held 


Residents agree 
on plan goals 


By Paula Ouimette 
Staff Writer 


NORTH BROOKFIELD — The 
North Brookfield Master Plan 
Committee hosted a public forum 
on Thursday, Feb. 4, via Zoom, 
with dozens of residents in atten- 
dance. Sheila Orsi opened the 
forum and introduced herself and 
the other members of the commit- 
tee. The Master Plan Committee 
is comprised of Orsi, Ann Hicks, 
John Turner, Susan Lyons, Brandon 
Avery and Robert Locatelli. 
Committee members Orsi and 
Hicks hosted the forum. 

Hicks thanked everyone for 
attending the online forum and 
explained the town’s first Open 
Space and Recreation Plan was 
from 2007, and had expired. They 
are updating it now, along with 
the rest of the Master Plan. The 
Executive Office of Energy and 
Environmental Affairs oversees the 
plan and dictates what needs to be 


included. One of the requirements 
is a survey of residents, which 
was completed late last October. 
Hicks said one of the benefits of 
having an up-to-date Open Space 
and Recreation Plan, as well as a 
Master Plan, is it gives the town 
the ability to apply for grants. Two 
major grants they can apply for are 
the park and land grants. 

Survey results 

There were four questions on 
the survey that were sent to resi- 
dents of North Brookfield. They 
received 746 responses to the sur- 
vey. The first question was “What 
do you like about living in North 
Brookfield?” The majority, 77%, 
of the responses said “rural/coun- 
try living,” followed by “farm and 
agriculture access” at 23%. 

The second question was “What 
are favorite activities you would 
like to see encouraged in North 
Brookfield?” Top responses includ- 
ed walking, 51%, hiking, 41%, 
bicycling, 33%, team sports, 29%, 
bird watching, 29%, fishing, 24%, 


See NORTH BROOKFIELD, 
page 8 


First Congregational Church gets new minister 


Rev. Dr. Ann Michele 
Rogers Brigham 


Started Jan. | 


By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


WEST BROOKFIELD -— Rev. 
Dr. Ann Michele Rogers Brigham 
knew by the time she was 15 or 16 
that she wanted to be a minister, 
and after a long career in the minis- 
try, she has become the newest pas- 
tor at First Congregational Church 
of West Brookfield. She started her 
duties on Jan. 1. 

“They ended up calling me,” 
Brigham said about her newest 


congregation. She had retired from 

ull-time ministering, and was liv- 
ing in the house in Mississippi she 
and her husband had bought for 
retirement. Her husband had died, 
and she found she was missing full- 
time ministry, leading her to keep 
an eye on full-time minister posi- 
tions that opened up. 

When she saw the notice for 
the West Brookfield church, she 
decided to reach out to them. “The 
timing was right, and we found 
we were a good match,” she said. 
She came up from Mississippi and 
preached to them in the parking lot 
of the church. 

The ministry has been a call- 
ing she has heard from her teenage 
years on. Growing up in a small 


It’s easier than ever to SUBSCRIBE to your hometown paper. 
Visit barregazette.turley.com and click on SUBSCRIPTIONS! 


You can also browse our archives, submit your news and view our facebook feed all from the same page! 


town in southern Mississippi, and 
segregation was a part of life there. 

“Segregation was very much 
with us in those years,” she said. 
Seeing white adults say one thing 
in church and act differently out- 
side of church, restricting the lives 
of Blacks, seemed hypocritical. 

She grew up on a dairy farm in a 
small town, and upon going to col- 
lege, decided to make the ministry 
her life’s work. She said her par- 
ents supported her choice through- 
out her life, although they ques- 
tioned whether it would be prac- 
tical for her to pursue it. But they 
came to her graduations and were 
happy for her, she said. 


See MINISTER, page 6 
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Congregational church 
to hold drive-thru 
dinner 


The Barre Congregational Church, 30 Park St., 
will host a drive-thru chicken parmigina dinner on 
Saturday, Feb. 27 with pick-up time from 5-6 p.m. The 
meal also includes antipasto salad and dessert. Adults 
are $12 and children under 12 are $5. For reservations, 
people may call Lisa Holloway at 978-355-0140. 

Winter reading program 

The Woods Memorial Library will host a winter 
reading program. People may register at barrelibrary. 
beanstack.org. They have challenges for children, teens 
and adults, with prizes for all ages. Children will track 
how many minutes are spent reading, while adults and 
teens track by the number of books read. There are 
multiple challenges for chances to win extra tickets 
toward the prize drawings, and new challenges will be 
added each week. Children win a free book for signing 
up that can be picked up in the lobby during outdoor 
hours. Winter Reading runs from now until Saturday, 
April 3 - prizes will be drawn at noon on April 3. 

Quabbin Savings Card 

The Barre Library Association is selling the 
Quabbin Savings card in their lobby during outdoor 
service hours. Cards are $10 each and all proceeds 
benefit the library. The cards offer various discounts at 
15 local businesses and are good throughout the year. 
People will get a ticket when they purchase a Quabbin 
Savings Card for a chance to win a basket featuring 
items from each of the participating businesses. People 
may pay with cash or make checks payable to Barre 
Library Association. 
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Randy Jordan 


received Lions 


Humanitarian 


Award 


RUTLAND -— Randy Jordan was 
recently named as the recipient of 
the Massachusetts Lions District 
33 A Humanitarian Award. He was 
recognized, at a ceremony held at 


Jordan’s Farm Saturday, Feb. 6, for 
his many contributions to his town, 
county and state. Jordan was nom- 
inated for this honor by the Rutland 


Lions Club. 


Turley Publications Courtesy Photo 
Shown from left are Lions 
District 33A Governor Denise 
Andrews, Lion Joni Laplante, 
District Humanitarian Award 
chair and Randy Jordan of 
Rutland, Humanitarian Award 


recipient. 





Woods Memorial Library news 


BARRE — Sign up for 
the Woods Memorial Library 
Winter Reading program at 
barrelibrary.beanstack.org. 
They have challenges for kids, 
teens and adults, with prizes for 
all ages. Kids will track how 
many minutes are spent read- 
ing, while adults & teens track 
by the number of books read. 
There are multiple challenges 
for chances to win extra tickets 
toward the prize drawings, and 
new challenges will be added 
each week! Kids win a free 
book for signing up that can be 
picked up in our lobby during 
our outdoor hours. Check out 
their newly updated website, 
their Facebook page, or email 
jpalmer @barrelibrary.org 
for more information. Winter 


Reading runs from now until 
Saturday, April 3 - prizes will 
be drawn at noon on April 3. 

In conjunction with their 
new Winter Reading program, 
they are hosting their next (vir- 
tual) book club on Wednesday, 
March 31 at 6:30 p.m. Please 
email Jenna at jgarvey @ barreli- 
brary.org for the Zoom meeting 
link and password. The book 
being discussed is “The Book 
of Lost Names” by Kristin 
Harmel. 

To celebrate winter reading, 
copies of this book will be pro- 
vided for free to participants. If 
people plan to attend this Book 
Club, they may call the library 
at 978-355-2533 or email bar- 
relibrary @ gmail.com to request 
your free copy before Feb. 25. 


Barre Dining Center 


If people would still like to par- 
ticipate after this date, contact 
the library to check availability 
of the free books. All are wel- 
come to attend book club. 

They are also selling the 
Quabbin Savings card in their 
lobby during outdoor service 
hours. Cards are $10 each and 
all proceeds benefit the library. 
The cards offer various dis- 
counts at 15 local businesses 
and are good throughout the 
year. Get a ticket when you pur- 
chase a Quabbin Savings Card 
for a chance to win a basket 
featuring items from each of the 
participating businesses. Cash 
and check only. Please make 
checks payable to Barre Library 
Association. Sponsored by the 
Barre Library Association. 


BARRE — Elder Services of Worcester Area 
Nutrition Program welcomes guests to dine at 
the Barre Senior Center, 557 South Barre Road. 
The following meals will be served for the week 


of Feb. 22. 


Meal sites are closed and there are only 
Meals on Wheels deliveries. 

Volunteers are needed at the Barre dining 
site. Volunteers are needed for Meals on Wheels 
(mileage reimbursement) and in the kitchen. 
People should contact 978-355-5027. 

MON. — Meatballs with onion gravy, bowtie 
pasta, Brussels sprouts, vanilla pudding, diet = 
sugar free pudding, French bread 

TUES. — Chicken fajitas, Spanish rice, black 
beans and corn, sour cream, pita bread, pineap- 


ple 


WED. — Pork with gravy, cornbread stuffing, 
Roman blend vegetables, fresh fruit, peasant 


white bread 


THURS. — Beef with onions and peppers, 
steak cut French fries, honey glazed carrots, 
vanilla mousse, sandwich roll 

FRI. — Macaroni and cheese, stewed toma- 
toes, green beans, fruited ambrosia, Italian bread 

*Diabetic friendly dessert 

** Higher sodium entree 

Meal includes milk and margarine. Menus 
are subject to change. All meals are served at 
about 11:45 a.m. each weekday. Reservations 
should be made the day before by calling 978- 


355-5027 before 10:30 a.m. The donation of 


$2.50 per meal helps keep the program running. 


Barre Family Pharmacy 


547 Summer Street, Barre 
978-355-2359 


Call Today for an 
Easy Prescription Transfer 


After Hours: 508-864-6540 
mybarrepharmacy.com 
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-8:00 p.m.; 
Sat. 9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.; Sun. 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 


Bruce Coffin, C.P.A. INC. 


Tax Preparation Service 
Accounting, Bookkeeping 
& Payroll Services 
926 Old Turnpike Road, Oakham 


508-882-3394 


Nancy Field, C.P.A. 
7 Exchange Street, Barre 


978-355-2210 


www.brucecoffincpa.com 
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BOH to hold COVID 
19 Vaccine clinic for 
75 and up 


The Hubbardston Board of Health will be host- 
ing two vaccination clinics for residents ages 75 and 
older.The clinics will be held at the Hubbardston 
Elementary School, 8 Elm St., Saturday, Feb. 20 from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and Sunday, Feb. 21 from 1-3 p.m. 
To register for an appointment slot, eligible residents 
should contact the Hubbardston Board of Health at 
978-928-1400, extension 209 or at Inspect @ hubbard- 
ston.us. 

Country Hen scholarship 

The 2021 Country Hen Scholarship forms will be 
due May. 1. Hubbardston students are eligible to apply 
for the scholarship funded by Country Hen. 

Senior center 

The Hubbardston Senior Center will be closed 
until April. At that point, the Council on Aging will 
review how things are going with the virus and plan 
accordingly. A council member will be checking the 
phone lines two or three times a week. The direc- 
tor, Claudia Provencal will be checking emails and 
Facebook every day. The drive through food and 
eggs will still be in place on Thursday mornings. 
Masks will be in place properly and distancing will 
be followed. 


Friends of 
Hubbardston Senior 
Center receive grant 


HUBBARDSTON — Friends of the 
Hubbardston Senior Center received good 
news; the group received another grant from 
the Community Foundation of North Central 
Massachusetts. 

This is the fourth grant the friends group 
received from them during this pandemic. The 
grants have been a light in the darkness for the 
senior center to reach out and help seniors in the 
community. Without a way to raise money as the 
friends group has done in previous years, grants 
have been a lifeline. 

With previous grants they have been able to pur- 
chase sanitation stations, air purification system, 
paper towels, toilet paper, gloves, masks, shields 
and many other items needed to help keep the 
senior center open for volunteers to be safe while 
they handed out meals on wheels, eggs, information 
and grab and go bags for Hubbardston seniors. The 
friends group bought items for the grab and go bags 
that included personal protection gear, sanitation 
items, food, essential needs like toilet paper, paper 
towels and many other items that were passed out to 
the seniors at the Hubbardston Senior Center. 

With this new grant the group will be able to buy 
food to pass out to the seniors of the community. 
The friends group tries to buy the food from local 
farmers in the area as it can help the seniors help- 
ing and also helping small town farmers. 

The friends group stays in contact with the 
director of the Hubbardston Senior Center on how 
to go about doing this. She has suggested that 
maybe the senior center could offer grab and go 
meals such as soups, stews, pot pies and small 
meals. More information on the grab and go meals 
will be available when the Council on Aging makes 
a decision, until then please stay safe. 

Darlene Seaborne, president of the Friends of 
the Hubbardston Senior Center said, “I want to 
mention that none of this would be possible with- 
out grants from The Community Foundation of 
North Central Massachusetts.” 


Corrections policy 


The Barre Gazette will gladly correct factual 
errors that appear in this paper. Corrections or 
clarifications will always appear on Page 2. To 
request a orrection, send information to Editor 
Ellenor Downer at barrenews @turley.com or call 
978-355-4000. Corrections may also be requested 
in writing at Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, 
MA 01005. 


FOR RENT 
Quabbin Estates 


41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094 


Accepting applications now. 

The apartment features - w/w carpeting, kitchen 
appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities. We specialize in Senior Housing and 
“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $797/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is higher. 

RD regulations. Handicap Accessible 
apartments when available. 


CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT 
413-477-6496 
TDD (800)439-2379 


& 


UAL HOUSING 


CHECK OUT ALL THE 


Publications 


www.turley.com 
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PUBLIC MEETINGS 


Note: Many meetings are closed to the 
public or will be held remotely. 


BARRE 
Sewer Commission — Feb. 18 at 7 p.m. 
Board of Assessors — Feb. 23 at 6 p.m. 
Cemetery Commission — Feb. 25 at 11 a.m. 
Cemetery Commission — Feb. 25 at 11 a.m. 
Historical Commission — March | at 7 p.m. 
Felton Field Commission — March 2 at 6:30 p.m. 
Planning Board — March 2 at 7 p.m. 
Recycling Committee — March 2 at 6:30 p.m. 
Council on Aging — March 3 at 1 p.m. 
Barre Housing Authority — March 4 at 3 p.m. 
Board of Health — March 8 at 5 p.m. 
Water Commission — March 8 at 6:30 p.m. 
DPW Commission — March 8 at 7 p.m. 
Library Trustees — March 10 at 7 p.m. 
Election Day — April 5 from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 


HARDWICK 

Finance Committee — Feb. 22 at 5:30 p.m. 
Board of Selectmen — Feb. 22 at 6:30 p.m. 
Planning Board — Feb. 23 at 6:30 p.m. 
Recycling Commission — March 2 at 6:30 p.m. 
Board of Health — March 4 at 6:30 p.m. 
Paige Library Trustees — March 4 at 7 p.m. 
Gilbertville- Wheelwright Sewer Commissioners — 

March 8 at 6 p.m. 
Council on Aging — March 11 at 9:30 a.m. 
Gilbertville Public Library — March 12 at 4 p.m. 


HUBBARDSTON 

Select Baord — Feb. 18, March 1, March 15 

and March 29 at 6:30 p.m. 
Planning Board — Feb. 18 and March 4 at 6:30 p.m. 
Community Preservation Committee — 

Feb. 18 at 7 p.m. 
Board of Health —Feb. 23 at 6:30 p.m. 
Open Space Committee — Feb. 23 and March 30 

at 7 p.m. 
Conservation Commission — March 2 at 7 p.m. 
Historical Commission — March 6 at 10 a.m. 
Council on Aging — March 12 at 10 a.m. 
Town Center Committee — March 18 at 7 p.m. 
Open Space Committee — March 30 at 7 p.m. 


PETERSHAM 

Board of Health — Feb. 18 and March 4 at 7 p.m. 
Petersham Historic District — Feb. 18 at 7 p.m. 
Nichewaug Inn and Academy Committee — 

Feb. 22 and Feb. 24 at 6:30 p.m. 
Selectboard — Feb. 23 at 5 p.m. 
Advisory Finance Committee — Feb. 23 at 6 p.m. 
Planning Board — Feb. 25 at 7 p.m. 
Conservation Commission — March 2 at 6:30 p.m. 
Open Space & Recreation Committee — 

March 2 at 6:30 p.m. 
Board of Assessors — March 5 at 10 a.m. 
Council on Aging — March 10 at 10 a.m. 


RUTLAND 
Earthworks Board — Feb. 18 at 6:30 p.m. 
Board of Public Works — Feb. 22 at 6 p.m. 
Ad Hoc By-Law Committee — Feb. 23 at 1 p.m. 
Public Hearing RDIC & HPDD -— Feb. 24 at 6 p.m. 


Postponements and 
cancellations due to the 
coronavirus pandemic 


The Three County Fair, Northampton, closed 
its office for the winter season and instituted staff 
cuts and furloughs to help the 202-year-old orga- 
nization survive the extended shutdown of the 
fairgrounds due to the COVID-19 health crisis. The 
cuts will affect each staff member, and includes a 
fourteen percent salary reduction for senior man- 
agement and staggered furloughs for all employees. 
Furloughs could be extended if the fairgrounds 
are unable to host postponed 2020 events in the 
spring, which include over a dozen different horse 
shows from April through October, plus a variety 
of concerts and festivals. The Three County Fair 
entered 2020 on solid ground after completing 
2019 as its most successful year since horse racing 
ended at the fairgrounds in 2005, thanks to a wide- 
ly attended Labor Day weekend fair, and another 
full slate of horse shows and festivals. But with 
reoccurring operational expenses and more than 
one million dollars in lost 2020 event revenue, the 
fair will run out of reserves sooner rather than later. 
The fair received a Small Business Administration 
Paycheck Protection Loan in mid-May, which has 
since been exhausted and forgiven by its lender and 


Erin Donelan named one of first 
female Eagle Scouts in Massachusetts 


FITCHBURG — Erin 
Donelan always liked hanging 
out with her brothers on their 
varied Boy Scout adventures. 

“Growing up with two broth- 
ers, | found myself wanting to 
do what they were doing,” said 
Donelan, 18, a first-year student 
at Fitchburg State University, 
studying special education with 
a concentration in teaching stu- 
dents with severe disabilities. 
She has started her collegiate 
career strong, earning a spot on 
the dean’s list in her first semes- 
ter. 

While she gave Girl Scouts 
a try in her younger years, she 
pounced at the opportunity to 
join the Boy Scouts when the 
national organization opened its 
ranks to include all in 2019. 

“We’re a very progressive 
troop,” said Donelan, noting the 
other members of Sturbridge- 
based Troop 163 do not all iden- 
tify as female. “We’re accepting 
of everyone.” 

Because she joined the Boy 
Scouts at age 17, the clock was 
ticking fast if Donelan was 
to follow in her older broth- 
er’s footsteps and achieve the 
exclusive rank of Eagle Scout. 
“You’re supposed to get it 
before your 18th birthday,” she 
explained, though the organiza- 
tion offered an extension. “It’s 


been a race and I’ve just been 


chipping away.” 

For her Eagle Scout service 
project, Donelan wanted to 
do something to help children 
tiene the foster care system. 
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Erin Donelan, of Troop 163, earned the rank of Eagle 


Scout. 

A 2020 graduate of Fitchburg 
High School, Donelan had seen 
the challenges some of her peers 
faced when engaged with the 
social service system. 

So she decided to cre- 
ate comfort kids for teenag- 
ers making the transition into 
Department of Children and 
Families’ care. Seeking dona- 
tions, she hoped she would col- 
lect enough funds and materials 
to create 20 comfort kits that 
include backpacks and personal 
care items. She ended up creat- 
ing more than 100. 

Donelan credits the outpour- 
ing of support to effective mar- 
keting, from local news write- 
ups to social media. “Moms on 
Facebook, they know everyone,” 
she said. 


Donelan has already deliv- 
ered 50 kits each to the 
Leominster and Sturbridge DCF 
offices for distribution to teens 
facing challenges. She said she 
is grateful that her project can 
provide some comfort to teens 
in tough situations, while also 
giving members of her commu- 
nity a COVID-safe opportuni- 
ty to do something positive for 
others. 

With her rank achieved, 
Donelan is looking forward to 
planning the Eagle Scout Court 
of Honor where her status will 
be formally bestowed, even if it 
has to wait until the pandemic is 
under control. “It’s like a wed- 
ding,” she said of the planned 
ceremony. “They’re pulling out 
all the stops.” 





Erin pencian end members of the Troop 163 show off the contort kits iney ereated for 
teenagers making the transition into Department of Children and Familes’ care. 


Second Chance Animal Services marks 
milestone helping over 250,000 pets 


EAST BROOKFIELD — As 
2020 drew to a close, Second 
Chance Animal Services staff 
were hard at work helping pets 
in need, unaware of the mile- 
stone they had just achieved. 
The nonprofit has helped over 
250,000 pets since it began as 
a small shelter on the founder’s 
porch. 

CEO Sheryl Blancato found- 
ed Second Chance in 1999 to 
help find homes for homeless 
pets she encountered as an ani- 
mal control officer. In the years 
that followed, Second Chance 
built a shelter program to help 
homeless pets, then turned their 
attention to the true problem, 
how to prevent pet homeless- 
ness by keeping pets with the 
families that love them. The 


organization created a non- 
profit veterinary hospital sys- 
tem for Central and Western 
Massachusetts to provide access 
to veterinary care in the com- 
munities that needed it most. 

As an early pioneer in access 
to veterinary care, Second 
Chance found a way to help 
more pets. This innovative spirit 
served the nonprofit well, pre- 
paring them to face the chal- 
lenges of 2020. 

“We are so grateful to 
reach the milestone in a year 
like no other,” said Blancato. 
“We helped over 40,000 pets 
in 2020, matching the prior 
year’s achievement. I am so 
proud of our staff for reaching 
this accomplishment despite all 
the challenges the year brought. 


When COVID hit, fear turned 
to determination, which turned 
to innovation. We couldn’t stop 
helping pets.” 

Second Chance paused some 
programs briefly last spring, 
while maintaining critical 
services for pets. Staff creat- 
ed new ways to safely resume 
these programs, discovering 
improved ways to help pets that 
are now permanent. 

Blancato is grateful to all 
who offered support in the 
early days of the outbreak. 
“We cherished every note of 
encouragement as our emer- 
gency caseload exploded at all 
our hospital locations. They 
provided a much-needed boost 
at the end of a long day help- 
ing pets.” 


Oakham 


Ellenor Downer 
edowner@turley.com 


COA to hold winter 
take-out lunch 


The Oakham Council on Aging will hold its next 
winter take-out lunch Friday, March 5 between 11:45 
a.m. and 12:15 p.m. The menu is homemade Italian 
Wedding Soup with a “lite” turkey or ham and cheese 
sandwich on a small roll with chips and dessert. The 
deadline to register is Monday, March |. Seniors may 
call either Pauline at 508-882-5215 or Lucy at 508- 
882-3358. They should include their choice of sand- 
wich. 





Library conducts survey 

The Fobes Memorial Library is conducting a survey 
during the month of February to gain input from the 
community on the library’s services and programs. The 
survey only takes 5-10 minutes to complete, and the 
library staff encourages children, teens and adults to 
fill it out. It is available online at fobesmemoriallibrary. 
org. People may stop in at the library after completing 
the survey to pick up a Valentine from the Friends at 
the Fobes. Fobes Memorial Library hours are Tuesday 
and Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., Thursday from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and Saturday from 10 a.m. to noon. 


Nature club lists 
upcoming events 


East Quabbin Land Trust will host an on-line dis- 
cussion of “Nature’s Best Hope: A New Approach 
to Conservation That Starts In your Yard” by Doug 
Tallamy Thursday, Feb. 25 at 7 p.m. The on-line dis- 
cussion focuses on conservation at the grassroots level. 
The book highlights methods for improving our prop- 
erties by removing lawn and planting native vegeta- 
tion, thereby supporting native insects, a vital part of 
the “web of life.” The group will brainstorm ways in 
which they can make changes in their backyards to 
help enhance wildlife habitat. People may contact Jess 
at jcusworth @eqlt.org. 

The Ware River Nature Club will hold its 2021 
annual meeting via Zoom Sunday, Feb. 28 from 12:30- 
4:30 p.m. The agenda includes: 12:30 p.m. welcome, 
12:45 p.m. PowerPoint Auction (There will be not bid- 
ding during this presentation; final bids will be accept- 
ed until 7 p.m. Feb. 28) short break, 

2 p.m. guest speaker Julie Zickefoose, author of 
“Saving Jemima: Life and Love with a Hard-luck 
Jay,” short break and at 3:45 p.m. PowerPoint show 
of mystery photo quiz with answers. Winners will be 
announced and thank you to Dave Small and Athol 
Bird & Nature Club for making this event possible 

People should register in advance for this meet- 
ing at https://usO2web.zoom.us/meeting/register/ 
tZAlduihrDksHdSBzNtQswI3NZFZUh1q1 cZx 

After registering, they will receive a confirmation 
email containing information about joining the meeting. 


Show off East Quabbin Land 
Trust photos in contest 


HARDWICK — The East Quabbin Land Trust will 
be holding a photo contest from Feb. | to June 1, giv- 
ing people a chance to capture a little of the natural 
beauty of the East Quabbin region. 

Photos will be presented at a curated outdoor show 
on June 20. Prizes will include EQLT swag, a gift card 
to a local business and of course, bragging rights. 

All photos must be taken at an EQLT preserve and 
photos with watermarks will not be accepted. There is 
no limit to the amount of submissions each person can 
enter. Submissions may be entered until June 1. EQLT 
reserves the right to reject a submission for any reason. 

To submit, send and email to Jess Cusworth at 
jcusworth @eqlt.org to request the Dropbox link, which 
does not require a Dropbox account 

Those submitting should include their last name 
and the title of their photo in the file name, such as 
Cusworth_SunriseOnMandellHill.jpg. Then upload the 
photo through the Dropbox link. Email Jess with any 
questions. 


MILITARY ITEMS WANTED! 
Collector Paying Cash 


For Uniforms-Helmets-Baynets-Flags 


the SBA. For more information, people may visit 
www.3countyfair.com. 


. All Your Glass Needs 


- Mirrors » Tempered/Laminated Glass = 
- Insulated Glass « Decorative Glass 
- Plexiglas/Lexan » Window/Screen Repairs ° 


pPeramic Wood Stove Glass - Up to 1400° 


HOURS: Mon-Fri 8am-4:30pm HIC #134762 


441 Chestnut Street, Gardner 
Ce iy weor: 


Glasukelis 


(: APPLIANCE 2 TV :) &TV 


WE SERVICE ALL 
MAJOR BRAND 
APPLIANCES 


NAME BRAND 
APPLIANCES & TV'S AT 
WAREHOUSE PRICES 


287 Main Street 


Gardner 
978-632-0241 


Swords-Knives-Medals-Insignia-Photos 


Any Country from 1775-1945 
Old Guns and Gun Parts - Old Hunting Items 


Call Randall 978-772-2563 


Also Wanted: 1928 Hardwick High School Yearbook 





978-632-5382 - 800-564-5382 
WVAVVAV VA of- 1a <=) rei t-t-t-meceolaal 
fok= 1g <=) we | = t-t- 4X ovo) palor-k-ymal-i5 


Farber & Lindley 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


7 Exchange Street, ae 


978-257-8389 * 


McNeely Tree Service 


Insured e vcrerences 


Journeyman Plumber 
Hiring IMMEDIATELY! 


Pay starts at $35/hour, more with 
experience, etc. MUST have CURRENT PBR 
Journeyman plumber license! Reguiar PLUMBING 
weekday hours, occasional emergency service calls. 
Call or Email your resume/letter of interest to: 
plumbingbyruth@gmail.com, Attn: Rae Meehan, 
Office Manager or call 413-885-9096. 

3 Stadler Street, C-8 (behind ACE), Belchertown MA 


Share your thoughts and suggestions 
with our staff and your fellow readers. 
Participate in our opinion pages, 
or contact us anytime with your feedback! 


Barre Gazette 
Your Community Newspaper 


e Hazardous Tree Removal 

e Stump Grinding 

e Bobcat Rental 

e Lot Clearing 

e Furnace Wood 

e Storm Cleanup 

e Firewood $220/cord 

e 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR 


H: 508-867-6119 © C: 413-324-6977 
978-888-1693 


Personal Injury 
Automobile Accident 
Slip and Fall 


www.farberandlindley.com 


www.barregazette.turley.com 
_f edowner@turley.com ¢ 413.967.3505 
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Guest Column 


SOCIAL SECURITY 


MATTERS 





Questions benefit amount 
after claim delayed 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest columnist 


Dear Rusty: I am having problems getting answers 
from the national Social Security office or the local 
agent who I first spoke with to apply for my benefits. 
I am 70 in January 2021, and applied for benefits at 
the end of August 2020. I asked to have benefits start 
in October 2020, with my first payment received in 
November. I was told that the benefit for applying 
at age 69 and nine months would not be received 
until January of 2021. Until then, I would receive the 
69 years and 0 months payment, which I received 
in November and December of 2020. In January 
2021 however, I received the same 2020 payment 
plus the COLA increase. I’ve asked what’s up at the 
local office and have been waiting for a return phone 
call. My first question: is the amount I received in 
November and December last year correct: it is only 
the age 69 amount, not the 69 and 9 months benefit 
for the age I was at the time? And second, if that’s 
true, when in 2021 should I get my full amount? 
Signed: Confused 

Dear Confused: I'll try to clear this up for you. 
Delayed Retirement Credits (DRCs) of 0.667% are 
earned monthly for each full month you delay claim- 
ing after your full retirement age (which for you is 
66). But although you earn delayed retirement credits 
monthly, Social Security only applies them in January 
of each year. You don’t lose them; they just don’t do 
the benefit adjustment until January of each year. 
That’s why you got only the age 69 benefit when you 
started your benefits in October and why your pay- 
ment in November and December didn’t include those 
DRCs. 

The Social Security payment you received in 
January was actually for your December benefits, and 
included the 2021 COLA increase (which is computed 
using your December benefit). And just as an FYI, 
they do apply DRCs immediately for anyone who 
claims at age 70, regardless of the month they claim. 
What happened to you was because you claimed 
before you were 70. 

The additional 6% DRCs you earned between 
January and September last year should be applied in 
January of this year and should be included in your 
next benefit check, which you will receive in February 
(Social Security pays benefits in the month following 
when they are earned). When they do that computa- 
tion, they’ll automatically adjust your COLA using 
your new benefit amount. So, what you were told by 
the Social Security agent is essentially correct — your 
benefit payment won’t reflect those additional DRCs 
for 2020 until your January 2021 payment, which you 
will receive in February. 

This article is intended for information purposes 
only and does not represent legal or financial guid- 
ance. It presents the opinions and interpretations of 
the AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained and accred- 
ited by the National Social Security Association. 
NSSA and the AMAC Foundation and its staff are 
not affiliated with or endorsed by the Social Security 
Administration or any other governmental entity. To 
submit a question, visit our website (amacfoundation. 
org/programs/social-security-advisory) or email us at 
ssadvisor @ amacfoundation.org. 

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor with 
AMAC. 


Letter to the Editor 


Reader gives background 
on ‘Where Is this?’ photo 


The where is this photo is the entry guard station 
building Rutland, Maple Avenue. The building was 
used as the guard shelter check point for all person and 
vehicle entry to the U.S. Government VA Hospital for 
all WWII servicemen, patients, all doctors and service/ 
support workers. There were two white wooden bench- 
es on each side of single entry side. 

If you drive along side Maple Avenue, you can see 
the solid, steel fence that once surrounded the hospital 
grounds and main entry. 

Today, Feb. 6 everything except the U.S. Flag pole 
on what were the hospital main building is gone. 

My mother grew up on a large dairy farm on what 
is today known as Cold Brook Road. 





Robert Mattson 
Rutland 
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In Past Pages 


5 years ago (March 10, 2016) 


Margaret Riley and Alex 
Marcinkiewicz, both of 
Hubbardston, are Ariel and 
Prince Eric in the Hubbardston 
Community Theatre’s production 
of “The Little Mermaid” this week- 
end at the Hubbardston Center 
School. 


Athletic director, Mark Miville, 
shared results of a survey filled out 
by Quabbin students and parents 
with the Quabbin Regional School 
District Policy, Review and Reform 
Subcommittee. Miville stated 
that 260 responded from grades 7 
through 12. He explained that the 
survey was anonymous and went 
to all students at the middle/high 
school. Participation was about 
even between male and female 
students. The survey asked what 
additional school sport students 
and parents would like. Responses 
included fall cheerleading and vol- 
leyball for girls, hockey and mid- 
dle school indoor track for win- 
ter and lacrosse in spring. Skiing 
and swimming were also listed 
and suggested as possible cooper- 
ative sports. Wachusett Regional 
has a ski team and Gardner High 
School, swimming. Several stu- 
dents already participate in hockey 
at Gardner High. 


Incumbents Nancy Allen and 
Lynn Jones Peredina retained 
their seats on the select board and 
Petersham School Committee, 
respectively. Allen won anoth- 
er three-year term to the board 
of selectmen with 208 votes. Her 
challenger, a former selectmen, 
received 169 votes. Lynn Jones 
Peredina received another three- 
year term on the Petersham School 
Committee with 195 votes to 141 
for Anne Marie Goodfellow. With 
380 voters casting ballots, voter 
turnout was 41 percent for the 
annual town election. All other 
candidates ran unopposed. 


10 years ago (Feb. 24, 2011) 


Air Force Reserve Airman 
Ist Class Adom J. Pond gradu- 
ated from basic military training 
at Lackland Air Force Base, San 
Antonio, Texas. The airman com- 
pleted an intensive, eight-week 
program that included training in 
military discipline and studies, Air 
Force core values, physical fitness 
and basic warfare principles and 
skills. Airmen, who complete basic 
training, earn four credits toward 
an associate in applied science 
degree through the Community 
College of the Air Force. He is the 
son of Donna Pond of Petersham 
and graduated in 2008 from 
Quabbin Regional High School, 
Barre. 


Quabbin Middle School teach- 
ers, Sarah Latka and Kathlyn 
Inman are in the process of col- 
lecting donations of gently used 
semi-formal, prom or other formal 
dresses to be sold at the upcoming 
middle school craft fair. Proceeds 
from the dress sale and craft fair 
will benefit the upcoming eighth 
grade field trip to Washington, 
D.C. in April. Latka said that so 
far, she has 64 dresses to sell at 
the event. The dress prices will 
range from $10-30. “We keep the 
prices low because it’s too expen- 
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sive for us to dry-clean the dresses. 
Although, some come in brand new 
with the tags still on them,” she 
said. Inman said the dress sale and 
craft fair is a school-wide effort. 
“The teachers do so much to help. 
They stay for the whole day and 
bring whatever we need. Between 
the teachers and the kids, it’s really 
an effort to make this work, and it 
really helps the students.” 


Last week, Quabbin Regional 
High School held its Spirit Week 
with students participating in 
various activities and contests. 
The theme for Spirit Week was 
“Hollywood.” On Monday, stu- 
dents would wear their school 
colors, to be counted in their 
homerooms. Tuesday was “plaid 
day,’ Wednesday was “80’s day,” 
Thursday was “color wars day,” 
and on Friday, students wore red, 
o “show the love.” Students also 
created spirit banners and held 
penny wars. The winning classes 
would collect points and those with 
the most points will win the golden 
snowball trophy. The week ended 
with a Winter Carnival, with con- 
tests such as snow sculpting, ping 
pong, chess, basketball, Wii and 
badminton tournaments, a pie eat- 
ing contest and a tug of war and a 
Winter Ball, held that evening. 


25 years ago (Feb. 22, 1996) 


Mr. and Mrs. James K. Culver 
celebrated their 50th wedding anni- 
versary recently at a family gath- 
ering at Too Shea’s restaurant in 
Gardner. They have five children, 
Kenneth, Raymond and James of 
Barre; Lynn Ann Zukas of Spencer 
and Lana Culver of Bellvue, Wash.; 
and four grandchildren. James and 
the former Kathleen A. Sykes were 
married on Feb. 9, 1946 in Christ 
Episcopal Church of South Barre. 


The sixth grade Girls Scouts in 
Petersham have been delving into 
history of late using the Village 
Cemetery as a place of reference. 
With advice from Delight Haines, 
town historian, the girls noted out- 
standing monuments, such as for 
the Miles family, with several gen- 
erations beginning with General 
Benjamin Miles of Revolutionary 
War fame. They discovered a stone 


Turley Publications File Photo 
from left, Rick Lamacchia and Francis 
Gromelski hold trophies that the Barre High School 
Hornets won in 1961 during a reunion held in Barre. 


for Dr. John Flint who is recorded 
to have died from “spotted fever.” 
Aaron Whitney, first minister of 
the church in Petersham, now the 
First Church Unitarian, is also bur- 
ied there. By persuasion a Tory, 
Aaron Whitney was later kept from 
the church by the loyal-to-America 
residents. The Whitney monument 
is unusual in that it is a large table, 
which easily catches the eye when 
going by the cemetery. The Pond 
Monument was located. This fam- 
ily left a fund, which is, recalled 
each town meeting when the 
money is voted toward cemetery 
accounts. The stone of John Fiske, 
grandfather of the late John Fiske 
who was well known for his sage 
advice and environmental concerns 
by modern residents was noted. 


On the final regular season 
home date, a night devoted to 
seniors, the Lady Panthers defeat- 
ed Hudson 66 to 45. It has been a 
tradition for many years that the 
seniors present their parents a rose 
to thank them for all the years of 
supporting them. It was a little 
different on the 13th of February 
as an even more festive air was in 
the gym. Meghan Inzerillo, a four- 
year varsity players, was six points 
shy of 1,000 for her career, a feat 
only attained by two other female 
Quabbin athletes. Meghan has been 
averaging 15 points a game this 
season so it was going to happen 
on this day, it was just a matter of 
time. Hudson scored the first hoop 
of the night for its only lead of the 
evening. Meghan quickly launched 
a three-point shot and was half- 
way there. The next possession was 
a drive to the basket, and a foul 
and her fourth and fifth points to 
close in on the magical mark. The 
other seniors on the squad — Jamie 
Szafarowicz, Katie Eagan, Susan 
Klein, Toni Musnicki and Patty 
Rich — were working hard to help 
her accomplish her feat on this spe- 
cial night. As the game continued, 
Toni Musnicki scored one from the 
foul line to keep Quabbin ahead, 
but the next possession proved to 
be eventful. Szafarowicz passed to 
Inzerillo who drove, but missed the 
shot. Meghan grabbed the rebound 
and put it back in to pass the 
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Guest column 





Adventures of 
Gertrude the Cat 


By Ruth Robinson 


Dear Folks, 

I had quite the adven- 
ture today. First, Missy 
got out her little machine 
that shreds papers. It 
made a horrible noise, 
but some of the squig- 
gles got loose when she 
dumped the first load. 
They were fun to pick 
up with my teeth and bat 
others. However, that got 
boring. 

Suddenly, the kitchen door burst open and in 
came the next door neighbor with her new dog. I 
dusted for the bedroom even though the dog was on 
a short leash. I heard her tell Missy she simply had 
to bring over her new baby. Baby, my foot it was 
more like a yapping fluffy mess. Ugh, I don’t like 
dogs anyway, but Missy’s son’s dog, Luigi. I love 
him and he likes me. He doesn’t chase me and is 
old like me with frail bones. We get along just fine 
and sometimes he even eats my food. 

Anyway, I stayed in the bedroom out of sight 
until the lady went home. She didn’t stay long, 
thank goodness. I think Missy was glad also as she 
prefers cats to dogs. 

Then, I remembered there was something new in 
Missy’s bedroom chair. I had seen it after breakfast 
when I had jumped up on her bed to look out the 
window. So I jumped up in the chair and was able 
to tip Missy’s snow boots over and pulled one down 
on the wooden floor. Since one came down nicely, 
I decided to get the other one, but my claw caught 
in the lacings of that boot and I had trouble getting 
it loose. Finally, I was able to bang the bedpost and 
my claw came free. 

Hooray, right then I decided I better go into the 
living room for a while before Missy found out 
what I had done with her boots. I was going to mess 
with the newspapers today also, but I'll do it anoth- 
er day. 

Take care of yourselves this week folks. 

Love, 

Gertrude 





NEWS & FEATURES 


As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general 
news, personality profiles, and community features that 
we know about. This includes all selectmen and school 
committee meetings as well as spot planning board, board 
of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by 
the issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual 


major community event features that we should always 
cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other 
features to celebrate the fabric of our communities and 
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provide funding for this paid staff coverage. 

For more information on news or community features 
for the Barre Gazette, please email edowner@turley.com. 
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Serenity Hill Sampler 


by Jane McCauley 















































I hope all the readers had a nice 
Valentine’s day. I have taken my 
Valentine’s tree decorations down 
and put up some St. Patrick’s and 
spring items on the tree. I’m hop- 
ing spring is not far behind. 

Here is another recipe from the 
Heywood Hospital recipe book, 
which sounded very easy. I will 
put ice cream in my puffs as Ken 
brought some mint chocolate chip 
ice cream, which would be good. 

DAD’S CREAM PUFFS 

1 cup boiling water 

1/2 cup butter 

1/4 teaspoon salt 

1 cup flour 

4 eggs, unbeaten 

Bring water butter and salt to 
boil. Add flour all at once. Then 
over low heat whip with spoon 
until mixture leaves sides of pan. 
Remove from heat and cool. 
Add eggs one at a time, beating 
well. Spoon large heap on cook- 
ie sheet. Bake at 375 degrees for 
3/4 hour. Makes 16 puff shells. Fill 
with cream filling, pudding or ice 
cream, by cutting opening in mid- 
dle of each puff. Top with fudge or 
chocolate sauce. Note: Sometimes 
I have to scrap out a little of the 
shell that may be moist. 

This and That 

The Hubbardston Board of 
Health have announced a vaccine 
clinic for seniors 75 and older from 
Hubbardston on Feb. 20 and Feb. 
21. They must call 978-928-1400 
extension 209 for an appointment. 


Ken and I won’t be going as 
we got appointments for the vac- 
cine at the PACC in Gardner and 
our second one will be March 4. 
Hopefully, all seniors, who ave not 
gotten their shots, will participate. 
It will be held in the Hubbardston 
Center School gym. They are asked 
to wear a short sleeve shirt. A wait- 
ing period for observation will be 
held after the shot. 

My friends like to send me 
funny things to make me laugh. 
Recently my friend from Virginia 
sent me this one. “Don’t you hate 
it when you put something in a 
safe place so you don’t lose it... 
then forget where that safe place 
is.’ Another one that is so true.... 
“8 year olds today have Facebook, 
iPhones and xbox’s. When I was 8 
I had a coloring book, the outdoors 
and an imagination.” It is so true. 
I’m still working on some botani- 
cal flower watercolors. 

AS a senior, here are some 
things I do to help with housework. 
I have a basket with a handle next 
to the cellar door so every time I 
find some thing that needs to go 
down cellar it goes into the bas- 
ket. I also have a stair basket that 
I put things, which need to go to 
the second floor. Each morning 
after I have my breakfast, I check 
my emails on the computer and 
then take the rubbish and com- 
post down cellar and check the 
basket to see what I need to bring 
down. I do the clothes washing 


in the basement at the same time. 
We keep two wastebaskets in the 
kitchen. One for trash and one 
with paper items, which can be 
recycled. In the cellar, we keep a 
large bag with returnable bottles 
that we give to the Hubbardston 
Senior Center. They use the 
money from the bottles to buy 
figures for the Nativity Scene for 
Christmas. 

Another thing I do is have four 
vacuum cleaners. We use a shop 
vacuum for the cellar. I have one 
upstairs, one in the den and one 
in my sewing room. I also have a 
hand vacuum I[ use for small jobs. 
Two of my favorite tools is the 
leaf blower I use on the decks in 
the spring and summer. The other 
is a weed whacker, which uses the 
same batteries. Both are battery 
run and easy to handle. 

Now all I need to do is find 
a young man that would like to 
climb a ladder and clean my chan- 
deliers and replace the bulbs. We 
did take out the glass inserts as we 
could not clean them. Ido have 
a long pole type duster so I can 
dust them. 

During this quarantine, I 
have mostly missed going to the 
Salvation Army, Rietta Ranch flea 
market, yard sales and fairs. Of 
course, I have missed visiting all 
my friends and relatives, but I do 
talk with them on the telephone. 
Soon things will be different if 
everyone will wear their masks. 


Massachusetts has record 2020 turkey harvest 


REGION - The spring tur- 
key harvest for 2020 was 3,310 
including 73 on youth day and 
was the highest spring season 
ever recorded. This record har- 


HUBBARDSTON, 


continued from page 1 


held successful clinics. The board 
of health received a call from 
someone, who received the first 
shot at Walgreens. Walgreens was 
not doing second vaccines and the 
individual asked it this clinic was 
doing second vaccine shots. The 


vest can most likely be attributed 
to the increase in hunter effort, 
which resulted from COVID-19 
closures. The 2020 fall turkey 
harvest was 256, the highest fall 


board also received a call from 
someone, who had the first shot 
at Walgreens and ended up driv- 
ing to Connecticut for the second 
shot. The chair said this should be 
reported to the state. 
Other business 

The board of health voted to 
approve the following permits and 
items: Ron Burton-food, camp, 


QRSD, continued from page 1 


Club. Legare said the Drama Club normally did a 


regular theatrical production. However, this year due 
to COVID-19 the club would be doing virtual mono- 
logues, which the students wrote. McMenemy said she 
was a stage manager, but this year she would be per- 


forming a monologue. 


Budget subcommittee 
Mark Wigler said the budget subcommittee met 
last week. He said revenue was a major issue for the 
coming year budget. The preliminary budget added 
ten new staffing positions. He said staffing included 
three classroom teachers at Ruggles, a high school 
library media director, several para- professionals and 
possibly a transitional first grade teacher. He said this 
was a “unique year.” The FY 22 preliminary budget of 
$37,1788,779 was a 6.2% increase. At this time, only 
the Governor’s budget was available. The House bud- 

get should come out the end of March. 


PAST PAGES, 


continued from page 4 


1,000th point mark. The rest of the team raced off the 
bench to congratulate her as the game was stopped and 
the ball, along with a bouquet of roses, were presented 


to Inzerillo. 


38 years ago (Feb. 24, 1983) 


Meghan Ann Gallery, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
John B. Gallery of Pleasant Street, a senior at Quabbin 
Regional High School, plans to attend Anna Maria 
College in Paxton next year. She has selected Biology 
as her area of study. She has participated in sever- 
al activities at Quabbin including the Spanish Club, 
Conservation Corp., Senior Bazaar, National Honor 
Society, the Panther Press and Office Education 


Association. 


Out of 133 entrants in the Fishing Derby spon- 
sored by the Rutland Fire Department on Long Pond 
February 5, Mark Crawford, 16, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Bruce Crawford, Tomlinson Road, Oakham, won the 
grand prize fro the largest fish caught. Mark’s fish, 
a pickerel, weighed 4 pounds, 6 ounces and was 26” 
long. The prize was $135. Mark was not content with 
that. He also placed third with a 2 pound, 15 ounce 
pickerel for which he received a shiner box. Mark is in 
Grade 10 at Quabbin Regional High School. 


The Barre special town meeting was delayed about 
15 minutes Tuesday evening, Feb. 22, waiting for a 
quorum of 50 voters. When the meeting finally start- 
ed, Moderator Francis Cranston noted that this was 
the first town meeting to be held in the refurbished 
town hall and also the last official town meeting for 
Selectman Chairman J. Howard Thompson who has 
faithfully served on the board for the past 9 years. 


Community Newspaper 
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season total in over 20 years. An 
expanded fall archery season and 
an increased annual limit likely 
contributed to the high fall har- 
vest. 


pool; Favreau, hauler; Sunflower 


Pastry, residential kitchen; Parcel, 
hauler; American Sewerage, haul- 
er; Scottie Pottie, hauler; Republic 
Services, trash hauler; E.L. Harvey, 
trash hauler; Giacomos, food estab- 
lishment; Ladybug Farm, residen- 


tial kitchen; Westfield Farm, food 
establishment and Hubb Town 


Diner. 


La Cucina di Hampden House 
1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA 
413-566-8324 
www.lacucinahampden.com 


CURRENT HOURS: Mon-Thurs 3-8pm; 
Sat 2-9pm; Sun 2-8pm 


Lounge open & pizza available 7 days 


@ Route 20 Bar & Grille 


2341 Boston Road (The Wilbraham Shops) 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-279-2020 
www.route20barandgrille.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Lunch: Thurs-Sat starting at 
11:30am; Dinner: Tues-Thurs 4-9pm; 


Fri & Sat 4-10om; Sunday 11:30am-7:00pm:; 





sunday Brunch 11:30am-2:30pm 


® Donovan's Irish Pub 

Eastfield Mall, 1655 Boston Road, Springfield, MA 
413-543-0791 

www.donovanspub.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Thurs-Sat 11am-9pm; 

sun 9am-7pm; Sunday breakfast 9am - noon 


© Venice Pizza & Grill 

2341 Boston Road, The Wilbraham Shops 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-540-8080 
www.venicepizzagrill.com 

OPEN: Tues-Thurs 10:45am-9:30pm 

Fri & Sat 10:45am -10pm; Sun 11am-9pm 
Closed Monday 





February 18, 2021 ¢ Barre Gazette * Page 5 


In My Backyar d by Ellenor Downer 





I received an email from a 
Brookfield resident, who had a 
Coopers hawk perched in a tree 
in his yard for about two hours on 
Feb. 3. He also include a photo of 
the hawk. 

The Coopers hawk is about 
16 inches long and has a long 
narrow tail. The adult is blue 
gray above, light below with red- 
dish-brown barring. Its crown is 
darker than the back. The imma- 
ture is dark brown above, light 
below with thin brown streaks 
and keeps the immature plumage 
for a year. 

The female lays three to six pale 
blue green eggs with dark spots in 
a platform nest of sticks and lined 
with bark placed in a tree. During 
breeding season, it has regular 
feeding routes where it hunts for 
common medium sized birds like 
mourning doves, blue jays and star- 
lings. In winter, it may show up at 
bird feeders. 

Starlings and suet cakes 

I also received an email from a 
woman, who had starlings come 
to her homemade suet. Here is the 
recipe for the suet. 


HOMEMADE 
WILD BIRD SUET 
prep time 10 minutes and cook time 
15 minutes 
Ingredients 

Y2 cup rendered fat or lard 

2 cup old-fashioned oats (not 
instant) 

2 cups chunky peanut butter 

2 cups beef broth 

Y) cup sugar 

Y) cup raisins/dried cranberries 
or chopped nuts (optional) 

1 % cup wild bird seed 

Squares of wax paper (to put 
between sliced cakes for storage) 

Instructions 

In a large pot, combine lard, oat- 
meal, peanut butter, broth and sugar 
stirring frequently. 

Heat to a boil, then reduce to a 
simmer. 

Simmer for 20 minutes or so or 
until mixture is the consistency of 
thick oatmeal. 

Stir in raisins and /or nuts. 

Remove from heat and stir in 
bird seed. 

Pour into mold and put in freez- 
er, cooling until hardened. 

Once hardened, remove suet 


“brick” from freezer and allow it to 
soften slightly to ease in cutting. 

Store thawed cakes in refrigerator 
for up to one week or refreeze with a 
sheet of wax paper in between. 

Note: This recipe is not practical 
for the hot summer months, where 
the cake will turn rancid quickly, 
but it is great during the winter 
months when it will maintain its 
freshness and shape. 

Bluebirds 

I received an email from an 
Oakham resident. He said, “I’ve 
lived her by Dean Pond for more 
than 35 years and have never, ever 
seen a bluebird in my yard, but 
today (Feb. 13), three male blue- 
birds were at my suet feeder.” He 
also said, “I’ve had a bluebird 
house in my yard for years and the 
only occupants I can remember 
were flying squirrels.” 

People may report a bird sight- 
ing or bird related experience by 
calling me at 413-967-3505, leav- 
ing a message at extension 100, 
emailing mybackyard88 @ aol.com 
or edowner @turley.com or mail- 
ing to Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448, 
Barre, MA 01005. 


WCCD holds annual plant and seedling fundraiser 


WORCESTER — The Worcester 
County Conservation District 
announces the start of its spring 
plant and seedling fundraiser. It 
offers bare-root seedling trees, 
shrubs, fruits and potted perenni- 
als, with many native plant options. 
Pre-order online from now through 
Wednesday, March 31. People will 
pick-up purchased plants Saturday, 
May | at one of six farm locations 
in Worcester County. 

“With so much time spent at 
home, people have devoted more 
time to tending their properties, and 
many have newly discovered gar- 
dening and growing food. Many of 
us have found refuge, solace, even 
joy in growing plants. We hope to 
further engage all growers,” said 
Kathryn Zichelle Sullivan, plant and 
seedling coordinator. 

This year’s conservation theme is 
Promoting Native Plants for neigh- 
borhoods, yards, farms and gardens. 
WCCD promotes native plants by 


making their importance better 
known and by making them easily 
available. People may learn more 
about which plants are native and 
their essential roles in the ecosystem 
by visiting the website, and joining 
the virtual presentations. Upcoming 
presentations include: Installing 
Rain Gardens with Native Plants; 
Native Plants and Birds, with a 
speaker from Mass Audubon and 
Lawns and Lawn Alternatives with a 
speaker from Massachusetts Master 
Gardeners. 

“Using our fundraiser as a plat- 
form for education, we hope to 
engage individuals in conserva- 
tion right at home,” said Zichelle 
Sullivan. “Native plants are already 
adapted to be here. They require less 
work and fewer inputs than non-na- 
tive plants and will naturally attract 
and support native wildlife.” 

Bare-root seedlings are still in 
their winter dormant state. This 
means, they have no soil and few 


leaves. They are inexpensive to 
transport and do not deplete the 
soils from their nursery. WCCD also 
sources plants from small growers, 
four of which are Massachusetts 
businesses. 

The plant and seedling fundraiser 
enables WCCD, in cooperation with 
the USDA-NRCS, to assist land- 
Owners on issues related to water 
quality, soil health, forest man- 
agement and farm resource man- 
agement. WCCD offers technical 
assistance and on-site soil eval- 
uations to the public. It provides 
funding for educational sessions, 
hosts workshops, offers Envirothon 
grants and a scholarship program. 
www.worcesterconservation.org 
WCCD has a comprehensive web- 
site to view products and place 
orders. Founded in the 1940s 
Worcester County Conservation 
District is run by a board of local 
volunteers with a commitment to 
conservation in the community. 





Open any new checking 
account and get up to $200”*! 


AN ADDITIONAL 


$100" fz $100* 










Open an account online in as Little as 5 minutes 
or schedule an appointment! 


www. FidelityBankOnline.com/Sharethelove 


Fidelity Bank ¢ 


Helping you get where you want to be™ 


800.581.5363 


Member) stmere sane 
FDIC DIF 


EQUAL HOUSING 
LENDER 


ifep 





“sign 


*Open any Fidelity Bank Care Checking account between February 10th and March 26, 2021 to be eligible. To earn $100 bonus you must 
have direct deposits into your new account that total at least $500 within 45 days of account opening and enroll in both online and mobile 
banking. Direct deposit is defined as a paycheck, pension, Social Security or other eligible monthly income electronically deposited by an 
employer or outside agency into your checking account. Transfers done via ATM, online banking, payment apps or websites (such as Venmo 
or Paypal), in branch, or from a bank or brokerage account are not eligible. The value of this bonus may constitute taxable income and will 
be reported on IRS Form 1099 (or other appropriate form). To earn an additional $100, you must provide a valid first responder, health 

care, or educator ID at account opening or prior to bonus payment. Bonus will be deposited into your account within two weeks of meeting 
the eligible criteria above. Offers valid only for new Care Checking accounts including CareFree, SecureCare, CareMore, and CompleteCare 
accounts. All account applications are subject to approval. Minimum opening deposit for eligible CareChecking accounts are: CompleteCare 
(S250), CareMore ($100), SecureCare ($25), and CareFree ($25). As of Feb. 5, 2021, the Annual Percentage Yield (APY) for CompleteCare is 
0.03% and SecureCare is 0.01%. Rates subject to change after account opening. Fees may reduce earnings. Offer is not valid for Fidelity Bank 
clients with an existing Fidelity Bank checking account and is limited to new checking account clients only. Limit one account per tax reported 
owner. Account must be open, active, and in good standing to receive the bonuses. Accounts closed within 6 months of receiving bonus will 
incur a $100 early account termination fee. Promotional offer subject to change or cancellation at any time. 
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MINISTER, 


continued from page 1 


She eventually served in 
Thailand as well as several states 
including Mississippi, Wisconsin, 
Vermont and California as well 
as several congregations in 
Massachusetts, including Woburn, 
East Walpole and Orleans. She also 
served for a number of years as 
a Protestant chaplain for Bentley 
University in Waltham. 

When she saw an opening for 
a church in West Brookfield she 
decided to explore it, and she 
and the congregation seemed 
to be a good fit, she said. She 
preached on Halloween weekend 
last year and was called by the 
congregation to be their desig- 
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Rev. Dr. Ann Michele Rogers Brigham preaches to the First 


Turley Publications Photo by Ellenor Downer 
This week’s mystery photo is from Hardwick. If any readers know where this photo was 
taken, they may email edowner@turley.com or call the Barre Gazette at 413-967-3505, 
extension 100 with their answer by noon on Monday, Feb. 22. The names of those that 
correctly guessed the location will appear in next week’s edition. Gary Brigham, Paul 
Carlson, Dick Clark, Stephen Craven, Barbara Kempski, Corinna LaPorte, Evelyn Lukko, 
Bruce Towner and Jeremy Varnum correctly identified the photo. Last week’s photo was 
the entrance to Cook’s Canyon, South Street, Barre. 


nated pastor on Nov. 1, 2020. 
She added that the timing was 
right for both her and the church. “I 
was looking around a little bit for a 
full-time ministry as I found I really 
missed it, and they were looking for 
a full-time pastor,” she said. 
“Through the years, my experi- 
ence and training has been to help 
churches become healthier and 
more focused on their mission to be 
agents of compassion, justice and 
inclusion,” she said. “My special- 
ty has been to assist in addressing 
conflict and the need for deeper dis- 
cernment about how we shape “life 
together”in the context of being 
“church.” She expects to work on 
communication within the congre- 
gation and to help them create a 
mission statement as some of the 





Courtesy photos 
Rev. Dr. Ann Michele Rogers 
Brigham is the newest minis- 
ter of the First Congregational 
Church of West Brookfield. 
She started Jan. 1. 


work that is addressed first. 
She said she loves being a min- 


. ister and is enjoying meeting her 


/» congregation and others in West 


Brookfield. 
“The best thing is the people,” 


y she said. “I’m just meeting them 
_ but they are giving, generous, car- 


tig ing people, and they are a beacon 
se Of hope during a time when people 


Simm are finding it very difficult.” They 
% helped her find an apartment in 


town right down the street from the 


gy church and she enjoys her walks 


about town very much, getting a 
chance to meet members of the 


-* congregation and others. 


\ 





Congregational Church of West Brookfield outside last 
October in the church parking lot. The congregation has called 
her to be the congregation’s minister. 


Places to go... 
Things to do... 


SPECIALS 


PLEASE ORDER BY NUMBER 
€D 2 Large Cheese Pizzas 


$14.00 


NO SUBSTITUTIONS, NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS. TAKE OUT ONLY. 


@ 


2 Small Pizzas 


With 2 Toppings Each 


$13.00 


NO SUBSTITUTIONS, NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS. TAKE OUT ONLY. 
€B 2 Large 1 Topping Pizzas 
& Free 2 Liter Soda 


$17.00 


NO SUBSTITUTIONS, NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS. TAKE OUT ONLY. 


Family Style Dinners 


© Chicken Parmesan Over Penne 
e Baked Cheese Ravioli 

© Cheese Tortellini Parmesan 

© Baked Penne Pasta 


ALL FAMILY MEALS INCLUDE GARLIC BREAD AND FEED 5-6 PEOPLE. 


She looks forward to her work 
with the congregation. “You have 


s to remind yourself that change 


comes slowly and it’s important to 
be a good listener — to listen and 
respond and try to be patient.” 

“Every church is a little differ- 
ent and unique and it’s an honor 
to walk with them on this spiritual 
journey,” she said. 


WHATEVER YOUR SPECIALTY, YOUR AD WILL 
REACH ALMOST 100,000 HOUSEHOLDS 


REMODELS * MAKEOVERS ¢ FURNITURE ¢ APPLIANCES 
HEATING ¢ COOLING * PLUMBING ¢ ELECTRICAL 


PELLET STOVES © FIREPLACES ® REPAIRS |. 
MAINTENANCE ¢ CURTAINS ¢ BLINDS © ‘ ? ‘J 
UPHOLSTERY * CARPET © HARDWOOD FLOORS — 
TILINGe LAMINATE ¢ DECKS e PATIOS * GARDENS . 


SPAS ¢ LIGHTING © TREES « FLOWERS ¢ BUSHES 
ACCENT PLANTS ¢ SEASONAL DECOR ¢ GRILLS 





11 Exchange Street, Barre 
978-355-3536 


Open Sun.-Thurs. 10am-9pm « Fri. & Sat.10am-10pm 


FIREPITS * OUTDOOR SPACES @ FURNITURE 

HANDYMAN ¢ MAID SERVICES ¢ CARPENTERS . . 

~_ i 
INSECT CONTROL ¢ EFFICIENCY EXPERTS “< 
ORGANIZERS ¢ QUICK FIXES 


4 


413.283.8393 
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Call Today To Advertise In The Spring Home Supplement 


SOPHIE, 


continued from page 1 


created. Sofie is always hoping 
they will also share a snack with 
her. Studies have shown that read- 
ing to a dog, or other pet, can 
improve a child’s love of reading 
and boost reading confidence. It 
is beneficial to the animal also, 
as Sofie loves to be the center 
of attention. This past week’s 
story was “Worry!” by Michael 
Buxton, about an anxious puff- 
erfish named Peter. Children and 
their families made soap slime 
along with Miss Paula. Slime can 
make a great coping mechanism 
and help reduce worry in stressful 
situations. 

Sofie arrived at virtual play- 
group in her Valentine’s Day 
best, complete with a matching 
red headband. After being intro- 
duced to the children in the Zoom 
meeting, Sofie taught them how 
to dance the Hokey Pokey from 
the comfort of her chair. Next, 
she decided to show them a magic 
trick (as she does not perform 
traditional “dog” tricks) with the 


NORTH BROOKFIELD, 


continued from page 1 


horseback riding, 19%, and hunt- 
ing with 14%. 

The third questions was “What 
would you most like to see be a 
part of town?’ The top answer was 
“new parks, picnic areas, walking 
trails — recreation” with 37%. 

The fourth question was 
“Should the town work to invest 
money/grants acquiring land in 
town?” The response was divided 
among wetlands and forest conser- 
vation, 21%, nothing, 19%, parks, 
18%, water access, 11%, farms 
and landscapes, 10%, with commu- 
nity gardens and sports fields tying 
at 7% each. 

Hicks said while she thinks peo- 
ple are clearly excited about out- 
door activities, they may not be as 
eager to spend money on it. She 
pointed out that it is possible to 
preserve land through grants, such 
as the town and East Quabbin Land 
Trust with Wendemuth Meadow on 
Bates Street. 

Joseph Holway commented on 
the tremendous work various peo- 
ple have done for areas in town, 
but questioned how the town will 
maintain these spaces going for- 
ward. Holway said that as they 
expand the Rail Trail and other 
spaces, they need to keep in mind 
that the Fire Department does not 
have the equipment to rescue peo- 
ple from the woods. Holway said 
he felt the town should also have a 
parks and recreation committee. 

Another resident said even 
though 19% of those surveyed 
were not in favor of investing 
money/grants for acquiring land, 
81% were. Hicks said that private 
landowners can also put conserva- 
tion restrictions on their land and 
preserve it, while remaining own- 
ers of the land. 

Historic landmarks 

The 2007 Open Space and 
Recreation Plan created a list of 
North Brookfield’s natural and cul- 
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ADVERTISING DEADLINE IS MARCH 17 





assistance of Olivo. Miss Paula 
kept the “magic” going by con- 
ducting some simple science 
experiments. Sofie closed the 
group with a dance party to the 
song “Love Shack.” 

To receive a Zoom invitation 
to Hardwick Playgroup, or any 
of the MOC CFCE playgroups, 
en es ie 


— 
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tural resources. Sharon Donovan, 
of the Historical Commission, said 
she and Marilynn Borst, also on the 
Historical Commission, have been 
compiling a list of historical land- 
marks using both the 2007 list and 
a reconnaissance report from 2013. 

She said they will hopefully be 
enlisting local high school students 
to assist them so they can submit a 
completed list to the Massachusetts 
Historical Commission. Hicks 
said that she would be grateful if 
they shared their findings with the 
Master Plan Committee so it be 
added to their list. A resident com- 
mented that it would be helpful 
to have a map of these scenic and 
unique environments. Hicks said 
they would like to provide a map of 
the most significant areas. 

Avery reminded residents that 
many of these environments are 
on private property. Orsi said they 
should consider adding a column 
on the plan that describes what 
land is private and what is pub- 
lic. Borst stated that some places, 
such as Brooks Pond, are private- 
ly-owned, but open to the public 
if the rules of the property are 
respected and followed. 

Master Plan goals 

Hicks said the purpose of the 
Master Plan is to create goals and 
objectives. In the 2007 plan there 
were four goals. Hicks said they 
will be reviewing these goals and 
determining what changes could 
kept or removed. 

The first goal was “Maintain 
North Brookfield’s Rural 
Character.” Residents at the forum 
agreed that this goal should remain 
in the current plan. Many residents 
expressed a desire to protect farms 
and microfarms, and to also create 
a comprehensive list of local farms. 

The second goal was “Preserve 
and Enhance North Brookfield’s 
Water Resources.” Residents 
voiced that this goal is still very 
important, especially preserving 
the ponds, rivers and reservoir. 
Holway, who is also the town’s fire 
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people may email mmacewen@ 
mocinc.org. MOC CFCE play- 
groups are held Tuesday-Friday at 
10 a.m. and they serve the towns 
of Barre, Hubbardston, Oakham, 
Hardwick, New Braintree, 
Templeton, Gardner, Fitchburg, 
Ashburnham and Westminster. All 
MOC CFCE programs are fund- 
ed by the Department of Early 
Education and Care. 


Turley Publications Photo by Steve Olivo 
Sofie takes a short break 
from her performance while 
Miss Paula shows the chil- 
dren how to make “floating 
hearts” using a glass plate, 
dry erase marker and water. 
To make your own “floating 
hearts” at home, simply draw 
heart shapes on a glass or 
ceramic plate with a dry erase 
marker. Carefully add water to 
the plate, covering the hearts, 
and watch the hearts begin 
to float. For added fun, use 
a straw to gently blow the 
hearts around the plate once 
they start floating. 


chief, said the Horse Pond reser- 
voir is actually very vulnerable. He 
said if an oil truck were to overturn 
on Rufus Putnam Road, it could 
spill oil into the reservoir. A resi- 
dent agreed and commented that 
North Brookfield is lucky to own 
their water supply. Holway said 
they might want to consider the 
addition of “back-up” wells in the 
event the reservoir was to become 
contaminated, as the town does not 
currently have any. 

The third goal was “Enhance 
the Community’s Knowledge about 
Open Space in North Brookfield.” 
Orsi suggested encouraging the 
school to host local field trips to 
explore the flora and fauna of the 
town to promote education. 

The fourth goal was “Provide 
North Brookfield with Varied and 
Well-Maintained Recreational 
Opportunities and Facilities.” Orsi 
said that “enhance” might be a bet- 
ter word than “provide” for this 
goal. She feels it is a great goal 
but could use some rewording to 
coincide with projects that they are 
working on. 

Hicks said a possible new goal 
for the 2021 plan that she wanted 
to adapt is, “To create a resilient, 
connected network of protected 
lands where natural systems can 
provide the ecological services 
that will maintain the health and 
well-being of North Brookfield res- 
idents into the future.” Residents 
agreed that this fifth goal should be 
added to the current plan, in addi- 
tion to the 2007 goals. Hicks said 
this goal is about the future. “It’s 
about protecting the nature that 
keeps up alive,” she said. 

North Brookfield residents 
are encouraged to contact Hicks 
at FabHicks@aol.com with any 
feedback on the Open Space and 
Recreation Plan. Orsi said there 
will be several more forums in the 
future as they work on this plan. 

Residents thanked the Master 
Plan Committee for their efforts 
and for hosting the forum. 
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Panthers grab win on ‘Senior Day’ 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


BARRE — Winning a game on 
Senior Day is always extra special. 
Just ask the seven Quabbin boys 
basketball seniors. 

The Panthers were able to cel- 
ebrate a 62-45 senior day victory 
over the Narragansett Warriors, last 
Saturday afternoon. 

“A rewarding experience for 
all of our coaching staff to honor 
and recognize the seven seniors,” 
said Quabbin head coach Dennis 
Dextradeur. “They have endured 
and persevered through a mosa- 
ic of a pandemic season and that 


MIAA 
hoping for 
successful 
Fall 2 season 


FRANKLIN - The 
Massachusetts Interscholastic 
Athletic Association (MIAA) 
COVID-19 Task Force representa- 
tives presented Fall II Season sport 
modifications and recommenda- 
tions today for the 2020-2021 year 
to the MIAA Board of Directors. 

This presentation culminat- 
ed the MIAA governance pro- 
cess which included sport-specif- 
ic sub-committee meetings where 
current Executive Office of Energy 
and Environmental Affairs (EEA) 
and Massachusetts Department 
of Elementary and Secondary 
(DESE) guidelines were reviewed. 
Sport sub-committees created or 
updated sport specific modifica- 
tions, presented them for approv- 
al to the full sport committee and 
then presented, for approval, to the 
MIAA Sports Medicine Committee 
(SMC). The MIAA Covid-19 Task 
force subsequently reviewed and 
approved the modifications. 

MIAA Executive Director Bill 
Gaine stated, “Today’s actions by 
the MIAA’s Board of Directors are 
the culmination of the work of our 
membership committed to estab- 
lishing optimal standards of health 
and safety that will provide the res- 
toration of Fall sports for 1000s of 
MIAA student-athletes.” 


See MIAA , page 9 


Hampshire 
association 
seeking umpires 


REGION — The Hampshire 
Franklin Baseball Umpire 
Association (HFBUA) is planning 
to conduct classes for the 2021 
baseball season following all rec- 
ommended COVID-19 protocols 
including the possibility of on-line 
instruction. The association covers 
umpiring of scholastic baseball for 
all of Hampshire and Franklin coun- 
ty schools registered under MIAA 
and several other baseball leagues 
in the area. If you are interested 
in umpiring baseball or obtaining 
further information regarding the 
upcoming classes please contact 
Roger Booth - Secretary/Treasurer 
of the HFBUA via email at quil- 
thunter@comcast.net. 


determination and effort should be 
applauded. Not only has that been 
quite an achievement but they have 
had a very successful season on 
the court as well. When you have 
the opportunity to coach and teach 
these young men you realize, as I 
always have, that it is indeed about 
the trust and relationships you 
build.” 

The home victory pushed 
Quabbin’s season record over 
the .500 mark at 5-4. After win- 
ning their first three games of the 
delayed season, the Panthers lost 
four straight games. They ended 
their losing skid with a 56-44 
home win against Leominster, last 
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Thursday night. The 62 points that 
the Panthers scored against the 
Warriors is a season high. 

The seven Panthers seniors, 
who were honored in a ceremo- 
ny held prior to the start of the 
Narragansett game, are Nick 
Farrell, Ryan Kowal, Devin Pride, 
Jake Sherblom, Brendan Whitelaw, 
Ryan Wagher, and Shea Skowyra. 

Whitelaw, who had 6 points, 
6 assists, and 8 rebounds on 
senior day, along with Skowyra, 
who posted a double-double with 
a game-high 17 points and 12 
rebounds, are the Panthers co-cap- 
tains this winter. 

“Shea Skowyra and Brendan 


Whitelaw have been exception- 
al captains in the leadership 
and counsel they have provid- 
ed our entire team and program,” 
Dextradeur said. “Both are every- 
thing you would want in desir- 
able peer models for our younger 
players and I’m sure parents are as 
happy as we are having them lead 
the program because to become a 
good leader you must have first 
been a good follower. Both have 
the skills to take their game to the 
next level and it will be fun watch- 
ing them develop beyond their high 
school years.” 

The Panthers other three start- 
ers on senior day were Kowal (7 


Pioneers return to action 
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Darren Wawro goes for a shot ahead of a block. 
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Austin Lagimoniere shoots a layup. 





PALMER - After a long layoff, 
the Pathfinder High School boys 
basketball team finally got a chance 
to take the court in the winter sea- 
son. Last Friday night, the Pioneers 
defeated Hampden Charter School 
of Science 65-41. The Pioneers are 
scheduled for several games through 
the end of February before the 
sports season shifts to football. 
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Jordan Talbot holds the ball 
before moving it around the 
arc. 


Nick Beaulieu attempts to 
shoot before being blocked. 


Bay State Games partners with charter schools 


WOBURN - Bay State Games 
is excited to announce new part- 
nerships with the Massachusetts 
Charter School Athletic 
Organization (MCSAO) and 
New England Preparatory School 
Athletic Conference (NEPSAC). 
Bay State Games has a long his- 
tory with the Massachusetts 
Secondary School Athletic 
Directors Association, and now 
with this new partnership with the 
MCSAO and NEPSAC, BSG is 
hoping to reach all Massachusetts 
high school students. 


Both the MCSAO and NEPSAC 
organize athletic championships 
for their respective leagues and 
reach thousands of student-ath- 
letes every year. Bay State Games 
hopes this partnership will help 
share athletic and educational 
opportunities to every high school 
student-athlete in Massachusetts. 
“The MCSAO is very excited to 
partner with an organization like 
the Bay State Games. Working 
together we are hopeful to pro- 
vide more opportunities for stu- 
dent-athletes to compete in dif- 


ferent high-level athletic tourna- 
ments and venues,” says Drew 
Betts, Co-Executive Director 
of the Massachusetts Charter 
School Athletic Organization. 
“In addition, we are pleased that 
this will be additional avenues 
for student athletes within the 
MCSAO to work with the Bay 
State Games to promote team- 
work and sportsmanship in sup- 
port of the Games mission.” 
Of the new partnership, NEPSAC 
President George Tahan said, 
“We at NEPSAC are thrilled to 


be able to partner with the Bay 
State Games and help afford 
NEPSAC student-athletes with 
additional opportunities to par- 
ticipate in a number of sports 
and event offerings. NEPSAC’s 
principle purpose aligns seam- 
lessly with the Bay State Games 
mission of ‘promoting person- 
al development, education, 
physical fitness, teamwork, 
and sportsmanship’ and we at 
NEPSAC look forward to long 


See BAYSTATE , page 9 
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points, 6 rebounds), Sherblom (2 
steals), and Pride (10 points, 4 
rebounds, 3 steals) 

“Ryan Kowal and Devin Pride 
have really excelled this year 
on the court,’ Dextradeur said. 
“Every one of our players and 
staff admires the enthusiasm and 
perseverance that Jake Sherblom 
brings every day. Statistics will 
never measure that contribution 
but every game he meant every- 
thing to our success for being the 
supreme teammate. He has been 
with our program for as long as I 
can remember.” 





Farrell was credited with two 


rebounds. Wagher scored 2 points 


www.sports.turley.com 


and had 3 steals. 

“Nick Farrell is one of the 
most respected and listened to stu- 
dent-athletes I have observed over 
my 41 years,’ Dextradeur said. “He 
is a remarkable young man who 
performed one of the most selfless 
acts you'll ever witness when he 
volunteered to play minutes on the 
young JV team that needed to learn 
poise, focus, discipline and the pur- 
suit of excellence. Ryan Wagher is 
a superb all-around athlete and we 
call him “nails’ for the toughness 
he brings our team. He is as tough 
as nails and as fun to coach as any 


See PANTHERS, page 8 


Vigeant looks to make his 





Route 107, 184 


SEEKONK — Kurt Vigeant 
will look to make his mark in the 
Tri Track Open Modified Series 
in 2021. The driver of the familiar 
white and orange No. 7 is set to 
compete in all of the races in the 
new season and hopes to continue 
to make gains into the top 10 as 
part of one of the most competi- 
tive fields in Modified racing. 

Vigeant, who has been 
involved in racing since the age 
of 12, broke into the sport with 
AMA Motocross and became 
the Grand National Champion. 
He continued into the Pro 4 
Modifieds, where he went to 
Victory Lane, then became a 
two-time champion at Thompson 
Speedway Motorsports Park in 
their Modified division. All of 
this experience drove his inter- 
est to move into the Tour-Type 
Modifieds, where he runs today, 
specifically with Tri Track. He’s 
hoping to make gains on his pre- 
vious efforts during the 2021 sea- 
son. 

“When I started in these types 
of Modifieds we ran a few races, 
then totaled the car and it took 
two years to fix it because we 
didn’t have the funds,” Vigeant 
said. “I enjoy the schedule that 
Tri Track has with the bullring 
tracks. I don’t think anyone is 


mark in 2021 
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“nerf” 


Submitted photo 
Kurt Vigeant will be among hopefuls in Tri Track series this 
year. 


content where they are running, 
until you are on the top.” 

Vigeant is no stranger to the 
series, competing at all of the 
tracks that Tri Track will visit 
during the 2021 season. Enjoying 
the bullrings makes Tri Track a 
perfect fit -- as the series makes 
the schedule based off the tracks 
that equal the playing field and 
put the capabilities of the driver 
into the forefront. 

“T’ve had good success when 
it comes to qualifying for the fea- 
tures,” Vigeant said. “I think P’ve 
only missed two since I started 
running with Tri Track. But ’m 
lacking those finishes... I need 
some luck. It’s tough to com- 
pete, as an underfunded team, on 
a series with a lot of talent. But 
we are fighting, and I couldn’t 
do it without my sponsor and my 
team.” 

Vigeant carries the colors 
of Gary Rice Equipment and 
Service on the car, and has a vari- 
ety of crew members that are reg- 
ulars with him at the track. He 
is always looking for additional 
sponsors to help him get through 
the season, whether big or small. 
Crew members include Rob 
Anderson, Josh O’Connell, Joey 


See RACING , page 8 


Sign-ups now available for 
2021 Relics softball 


LUDLOW -—- The Western 
Mass Relics has opened registra- 
tion for the 2021 Senior Softball 
Season. The Silver Division 
(age 50 to 64) has filled 36 of 
the 112 spots and the Gold 
Division (65-and-up) has filled 


32 of the 96 spots. The registra- 
tions are accepted on a first come 
first serve basis. All our games 
are played at the Fish & Game in 
Ludlow. For further information 
or to register go to http://www. 
westernmassrelics.org. 


Pioneers to host Pelham clinic 


LUDLOW /— Western United 
Pioneers FC is excited to offer a 
soccer clinic in Pelham, MA for 
players in the Massachusetts 
North Region. The clinic pro- 
vides off-season training and skill 
development by WUP FC coach- 
es. The second sessions available. 

This program is offered to 
boys and girls born in 2010, 
2011, 2012, 2013, and 2014. The 
four-week program includes one 
practice per week for a total of 
$65 per session. Sessions will 


consist of a max of 15 players per 
field (COVID regulation for the 
players’ safety). 

SESSION 2: MONDAYS 
2/22, 3/1, 3/8, and 3/15 

Boys and Girls Born 2013 and 
2014: Session is at 5 p.m. 

Boys and Girls Born 2010, 
2011, and 2012: Session is at 6 
p.m. 

The sessions will be held at 
Pelham Elementary School at 
45 Amherst Road, Pelham, MA 
01002. 
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Fitchburg State celebrates Black History Month 


FITCHBURG -— Fitchburg State 
University will celebrate Black History 
Month in February with a series of 
events exploring themes centered on the 
Black family. The programs are free and 
open to the public, and details on how 
to view them can be found at fitchburg- 
state.edu/bhm. 

The theme for the university events 
was inspired by the Association for the 
Study of African American Life and 
History. The Black family has been 
explored through many disciplines, 
including history, literature, the visual 
arts and film studies, sociology, anthro- 
pology, and social policy. Its represen- 


Fitchburg State 
freezes tuition and 
fees for 2021-22 
academic year 


FITCHBURG — Fitchburg State 
University will freeze undergraduate tui- 
tion and fees for the 2021-22 academic 
year, University President Richard S. 
Lapidus announced this week. 

“Access and affordability are central 
to Fitchburg State’s mission,’ Lapidus 
said. “Our commitment to keeping costs 
flat reflects that commitment to keeping 
higher education within reach for stu- 
dents and families, especially at a time 
when so many have been hard-hit by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.” 

Fitchburg State has long employed 
strategies to limit fee increases, and it 
remains among the most affordable uni- 
versities in Massachusetts’ public higher 
education system. 

The pandemic has created new and 
challenging financial conditions for all 
of higher education, but Lapidus said 
Fitchburg State 1s working to keep from 
passing those costs onto students and 
their families. 

The university continues to see 
growth in its nationally-ranked online 
programs, for example, and its mix of 
unique professional programs with a tra- 
ditional liberal arts foundation remains a 
smart investment for students, Lapidus 
said. 

“For more than 125 years, Fitchburg 
State has been changing students’ lives 
for the better,’ Lapidus said. “We are 
continuing that work and are ready to 
serve today’s and tomorrow’s students.” 

Fitchburg State is still accepting 
applications for fall 2021. The priori- 
ty deadline for applicants is Monday, 
March 1. Applications received after 
that date will still be accepted but please 
contact the admissions office for assis- 
tance with completing the application 
process. People can find more infor- 
mation at fitchburgstate.edu/admis- 
sions-aid. 
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CLUES ACROSS 
1. Big tech firm 
4. Picked 
10. Type of whale 
11. A woman of 

refinement 

12. New England 

State 

14. Common 

gibbon 

15. Tall coniferous 

tree 

16. State capital 
18. Making a liquid 

muddy 

22. Vinegary 
23. Peninsula 
24. Thee 
26. Atomic #55 
2/. Used in units of 

measurement 

28. Welsh female 

name 

30. Arab ruler title 

31. One’s mother 


34. Trap 

36. Soviet Socialist 
Republic 

37. Assn. of oil- 
producing 
countries 

39. Holy fire 

40. Emit coherent 
radiation 

41. Atomic #81 

42. Orthodox 
Jewish college 

48. Herbs 

50. Ran after 

51. Begin again 

52. Named 

53. Barbary sheep 

54. Unwell 

55. Postscript 

56. Drivers 

58. One point east 
(clockwise) of 
due north 

59. Prim 

60. A facility 
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tation, identity, and diversity have been 
reverenced, stereotyped, and vilified 
from the days of slavery to the present 
day. 

For the university’s exploration of 
these topics, Fitchburg State’s Black 
History Month committee, including 
cross-sectional representation within 
the institution, solicited programs from 
across all campus constituencies. The 
result is a diverse array of events includ- 
ing speakers from the university faculty 
and student body, as well as alumni and 
invited guests. 

Events began last week with a vir- 
tual presentation by Rev. Dr. Grainger 


Browning Jr., a Fitchburg native and son 
of a celebrated Fitchburg State faculty 
member, who is now the senior pas- 
tor of Ebenezer AME Church in Fort 
Washington, Md. Dr. Browning dis- 
cussed growing up Black in the city 
of Fitchburg and moving forward to 
become one of the most prominent reli- 
gious leaders in the United States. 

Other presentations will include 
a talk by Fitchburg State alumna Yla 
Eason ‘71, a professor at Rutgers 
University, who founded a multicultural 
toy company that featured the first Black 
superhero toy created to promote pos- 
itive self-images for her son and other 


children. There will also be a presen- 
tation by the rapper and motivational 
speaker Red Shaydez, a 2014 Fitchburg 
State graduate, who will discuss her 
evolution from artist to “artrepreneur.” 

Other events will include students 
reflecting on the works of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., explorations of Black 
representation in culture, the evolu- 
tion of hip-hop, and celebrations of the 
Black experience. 

Several of the events have been made 
possible through the financial support of 
the Newman Center Trust. 

To learn more, people may visit fitch- 
burgstate.edu/bhm throughout February. 





College Dean's Lists 


Wentworth Institute 
of Technology 
announces dean’s list 


BOSTON — Wentworth Institute of 
Technology announces the dean’s list for 
the fall 2020 semester. Local students 
making dean’s list are: Gia Ly Hill and 
Matthew Benedict, both of Hubbardston 
and Harrison Francisco Maki and Amber 
J. Vuong, both of Rutland. 


Bridgewater State 
University announces 


dean’s list 


BRIDGEWATER — Bridgewater 
State University announces the fall 2020 
dean’s list. Local student’s making the 
dean’s list are: Megan VanDyke and Erin 
Walsh, both of Barre; Ellie Bedard and 
Meghan Welch, both of Hubbardston; 
Shannon Daige of North Brookfield 
and Sofia Baker, Shannon Kelleher and 
Brenna Washburn, all of Rutland. 


Becker College 
announces dean’s list 


WORCESTER - Becker College 
announces the graduate and profes- 
sional studies dean’s list for the fall 
2020 semester. 

Local students making the dean’s 
list are: Lyndsey Bowman of South 
Barre, Sherrie Hubbard III of Barre, 
Anna Mason of North Brookfield and 
Eileen Zuidema of North Brookfield. 

The dean’s list recognizes all full- 
time students (24 or more credit hours 
earned for the academic year; 12 
minimum each semester September 
through May) whose term grade point 
average is 3.50 or higher with no 
grade below a B- and no incomplete 
(1) or withdrawal/failing (WE) grades. 
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equipped 19. Products 

for sports or 20. Nostril 

physical training 21. Surprise 
Icelandic 
politician 

25. Conclusive acts 

29. Inform on 

31. Grinding tooth 

32. Keep up 

33. Tablelands 

35. Raising 

38. Mythical 
creature 

41. Hums 

43. Mountain in 
Antarctica 

44. Neighborhood 
in Manhattan 

45. Distinctive 
practice 

46. Vice president 

47. Contributes to 

49. Small bones 

56. Oil company 

57. Empire State 


CLUES DOWN 

1. Small islands 

2. skullcap 

3. Unexplained 
events 

4. One hundredth 
of a meter 

5. Beloved baseball 
announcer 

6. Repulsive 

7. Northern 
European 
languages 

8. Match or 
Surpass 

9. Northeast 

12. Chew the fat 

13. Innovative 
industry 

17. Land to put 
down to grass 


ANSWERS ON PAGE 10 


Emily Ledoux make 
dean’s list at NEIT 


EAST GREENWICH, RI — 
Dr. Douglas H. Sherman, Senior 
Vice President and Provost at New 
England Institute of Technology, 
announced Emily Ledoux of North 
Brookfield achieved dean’s list status 
for the quarter ending Dec. 19, 2020. 
Students must achieve a GPA of 3.6 
or higher on a maximum scale of 4.0 
to qualify. 


William Cranston 
makes dean ’s list at 
UMass 


AMHERST — William Francis 
Crantson of Barre made the fall 2020 
dean’s list at Isenberg School of 
Management at UMass. Cranston is 
a member of the Class of 2024 and is 
majoring in marketing for a Bachelor 
of Business Administration. 

Students are selected for the 
dean’s list by meeting a 3.5 GPA 
threshold in their highest grades as 
reported by instructors in twelve 
credits. This includes courses in 
which the letter grade reported by the 
instructor has been converted to a P 
grade. Classes with grading basis of 
mandatory pass/fail are not includ- 
ed in GPA calculation and therefore 
not eligible for consideration in the 
twelve credit rule 


Kaylee Morse named 
to fall dean’s list 


FINDLAY, OHIO — Kaylee Morse 
of Ware has been named to the fall 
2020 dean’s list at the University of 
Findlay. To earn this achievement, a 
student must attain a grade point aver- 
age of at least 3.5 on a 4.0 scale. 
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Ella Fontaine makes 
James Madison 
University dean’s list 


HARRISONBURG, VA - Ella 
Fontaine of Petersham has been named 
to the dean’s list at James Madison 
University for the fall 2020 semester. 
She is a communication sciences and 
disorders major. Students who earn 
dean’s list honors must carry at least 
12 graded credit hours and earn a GPA 
of between 3.5 and 3.899. 


WPI announces fall 
dean’s list 


WORCESTER — Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute announces it dean’s 
list for the fall 2020. WPI’s dean’s list 
differs from most other universities as 
WPI does not compute a grade point 
average (GPA). Instead, WPI defines 
the dean’s list by the amount of work 
completed at the A level in courses and 
projects. 

Local students making the dean’s 
list are: Carson Brooks of Petersham, 
class of 2021 and majoring in man- 
agement engineering; Lindsey Giorgi 
of Barre, class of 2021 and majoring 
in management engineering; Hannah 
Kachadoorian of Rutland, class of 2023 
and majoring in biology and biotech- 
nology; Ian Lafountain of Ware, class 
of 2023, majoring in biomedical 
engineering; Nathan Maldonado of 
Rutland, class of 2022 and major- 
ing in mechanical engineering; Ryan 
Malkowski of Hubbardston, class 
of 2022 and majoring in mechan- 
ical engineering; Isabelle Sillo of 
Rutland, class of 2021 and major- 
ing in biomedical engineering and 
Shelby Tweedie of Ware, class of 
2023 and majoring in biomedical 
engineering. 
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Fitchburg State’s 
CenterStage presents 
virtual art exhibits 


FITCHBURG -A searing collection of testimo- 
nials on the experiences of racial minorities and a 
thought-provoking analysis of an artist’s own jour- 
ney are the topics of Fitchburg State University 
CenterStage’s spring art exhibits. 

The pieces are on display in Hammond Hall for 
members of the campus community and can be 
viewed virtually by the public at large. Go to fitch- 
burgstate.edu/centerstage to learn more and view the 
digital exhibits in their entirety. 

“VOICE” was created by Fitchburg State 2020 
graduate Amanda Loebelenz. This educational, inter- 
active art piece is composed entirely of the voices of 
racial minorities. 

“The goal of this project is to act as a tribute to 
those who had their voices stolen from them and can 
no longer tell their story, as well as to provide an 
uncensored platform for those who still have a voice 
and want to use it to spread awareness and to educate 
others,” Loebelenz said. “I believe that an important 
first step in ending racism is identifying exactly 
what it looks like and acknowledging the different 
forms that it can take through thoughts, experi- 
ences, and stories from people who face racial 
discrimination. In this way, people can be educated 
by the unbiased voices of their friends, neighbors, 
peers, and colleagues that face the struggles of 
social and systematic racism every day. My inten- 
tion is for people to read the stories from this art 
project and walk away with a deeper, more mindful 
understanding when it comes to identifying racism 
and ways we can do our part to end it,” she contin- 
ued. 

VOICE is on display through March 12 and can 
be viewed at fitchburgstate.edu/centerstage. 

Also featured in the gallery is “Raging Youth: 
Installations” by artist Jean Luc Alexandre. The 
artist describes his work as a process-based series 
of installations amassed from 2D drawings, cutouts, 
and 3D sculptures placed amongst repurposed found 
objects. Influenced by interest in human anatomy 
and histories of human activity were major influenc- 
es on the process. 

The installation was born of an exploration of 
larger societal questions and the artist’s personal 
responses to elements like struggles with social rela- 
tionships, mental health, adverse situations, drug/ 
alcohol consumption, and traumas fueling personal 
instability. 

“Raging Youth: Installations” is on display 
through March 12 and can be viewed at fitchburg- 
state.edu/centerstage. 


PANTHERS continued from page 7 


players ve had. No doubt he changed momentum in 
our favor when we needed it.” 

Junior Connor Geary chipped in with 16 points in the 
first meeting of the season against Narragansett (1-7). 

It was a homecoming game for Narragansett head 
coach Rich Zalneraitis, who’s a former assistant coach 
for the Panthers boys’ varsity basketball team. He’s also 
a teacher at Quabbin Regional. 

“T’ve been a part of the fabric of the Quabbin commu- 
nity for much of my life - student, then coach and teach- 
er,’ Zalneraitis said. “I love the school and especially the 
students that I see every day. They always want to beat 
us, and we always want to beat them.” 

Zalneraitis, who graduated from Quabbin Regional 
in 1982, was inducted into the school’s Athletic Hall of 
Fame in 2011. His wife, Shelly, is the longtime Quabbin 
field hockey coach. 

The Warriors, who made a total of nine 3-pointers in 
last Saturday’s game, raced out to a 5-0 lead during the 
first minute of the contest. 

The Panthers quickly turned things around with the 
help of an 8-0 run. Seven different Quabbin players 
scored in opening quarter and the home team entered the 
second quarter holding a 17-13 lead. 

The Panthers, who outscored the Warriors, 15-6, 
during the second stanza, held a 32-19 halftime lead. 

A lay-up by Kowal with 5:20 left in the third quarter 
capped off a 10-3 run giving Quabbin a commanding 
42-22 lead. 

Narragansett, who was led by senior Max Jacques 
with 14 points, did outscore Quabbin, 16-14, during the 
final eight minutes of the contest. The Panthers were 
able to maintain their double-digit lead the rest of the 
way. 

The two boys basketball teams were scheduled 
to meet again on Monday afternoon at Narragansett 
Regional. 


RACING continued from page 7 


Pole, Billy Bodreau (crew chief), Melissa O’Connell, 
Dennis West, Carroll Vescovi and others, when neces- 
sary and available. 

“The crew supports me no matter what happens,” 
Vigeant said. “My mom and dad -- they are first -- my 
dad is a diehard. His health has been going south a bit, 
SO we are just taking it race-by-race and remembering 
every moment we have together.” 

His goal in the 2021 season is to continue to take it 
race-by-race, improve on his finishing positions and 
aim for the top-five in the six series events. 

“T’m hoping that this year we can run much better 
and run in the front,’ Vigeant said. “It comes down 
to how much money we can gather as a small team. 
We go to each race, buy four or five tires, and do the 
best we can. We do it for the love of the sport.” 

The Tri Track Open Modified Series season opens 
in May at Monadnock Speedway. For more informa- 
tion on the series, visit tritrackmodifieds.com and fol- 
low the series on social media. For more information 
on Souza Media, visit kylesouza.com. 
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Church News 





Local pastors offer sermons 


When God says ‘no’ 


A mentor offered the follow- 
ing insight many years ago when I 
was a new believer: “God answers 
every prayer with no, yes or not 
yet.” This one bit of wisdom has 
proven remarkably true in my 
experience. In this edition let us 
consider the “no” of the Lord, 
beginning with the following 
two-paragraph quotation: 

“God is just as good to us in His 
denials as He is in His approvals. 
The denials of God are immea- 
surable mercies. If God answered 
all our prayers with a positive 
response, how miserable we would 
be. Thank heaven that heaven 
says no! Negations, restrictions, 
refusals, denials and rejections 
are all divine mercies. May we be 
as thankful when God says no as 
when He says yes. 

God can sustain us in a hostile 
environment, shielding us. God 
can also lead us through the valley 
of the shadow of death. It is His 
choice. God can exalt us before 
humanity. He can also invite us 
into His humility and shame. He 
gets to write the story. When we 
accept His divine denials as well as 
His divine approvals, we embrace 
His authorship of our lives. When 
we let Jesus write our stories, we 
can be assured of His ongoing, 
joy-filled presence. Joy in the pres- 
ence of Jesus is far better than the 
bitterness of getting our own way 
as a result of wayward prayers.” 

Has the Lord ever told you 
“no?” This can be one of the 
most disillusioning events in the 
Christian life, causing us to doubt 
His very goodness and love. Yet 
the whole of Scripture calls us to 
recognize that Father knows best, 
inviting us to yield to His bound- 
less wisdom and good purpose 
(e.g., Prov. 3:5-6). Could it be 
that God said “no” for a reason 
that is beyond you or your capac- 
ity to understand in the moment? 
Accordingly, do you realize that 
He said “no” even to the plea of 
His only begotten Son? Take note 
of the following account from one 
of the final moments of Jesus’ life. 

Matthew 26:36-44 

36... Jesus went with his disci- 
ples to a place called Gethsemane, 
and he said to them, “Sit here 
while I go over there and pray.” 37 
He took Peter and the two sons of 
Zebedee along with him, and he 
began to be sorrowful and trou- 
bled. 38 Then he said to them, “My 
soul is overwhelmed with sorrow 
to the point of death. Stay here and 
keep watch with me.” 

39 Going a little farther, he fell 
with his face to the ground and 
prayed, “My Father, if it is possi- 
ble, may this cup be taken from 
me. Yet not as I will, but as you 
will”’ 40 Then he returned to his 
disciples and found them sleeping. 
“Couldn’t you men keep watch 
with me for one hour?” he asked 
Peter. 41 “Watch and pray so that 
you will not fall into temptation. 
The spirit is willing, but the flesh 
1S weak.” 

42 He went away a second time 
and prayed, “My Father, if it is not 
possible for this cup to be taken 
away unless I drink it, may your 
will be done.” 43 When he came 
back, he again found them sleep- 
ing, because their eyes were heavy. 
44 So he left them and went away 
once more and prayed the third 


MIAA 


continued from page 7 


The MIAA Board of Directors 
voted to approve sport-specif- 
ic modifications for the Fall II 
Season. These modifications will 
continue to be reviewed as they 
relate to current regulations sur- 
rounding COVID-19 and may be 
modified if necessary. Additional 
modifications or the decision to 
participate in MIAA-recognized 
Fall II sports will be determined by 
local school districts and/or their 
local Boards of Health. You may 
view the Task Force presentation 


BAYSTATE 


continued from page 7 


and rewarding relationship.” 
Offering opportunities to com- 
pete in Bay State Summer 
and Winter Games events, 
Future Leaders Scholarship 


time, saying the same thing. 

Confronted by the imminence 
of His own death, Jesus sought for 
a way of escape. I cannot blame 
Him, for no rational person would 
long for the horror and humiliation 
of Roman crucifixion. Consider 
that Christ thrice prayed to avoid 
His impending demise, over- 
whelmed with sorrow “to the point 
of death” (v. 38). How did God 
respond? With a resounding “no” 
as Jesus was crucified mere hours 
later-and thankfully so... 

What would have been our 
lot-spiritually or eternally-had 
God granted this request of Christ? 
What would have been the fate of 
billions of lost souls in need of 
a sacrificial Savior had God said 
“ves” to the impassioned request 
of His Son? I shudder to think! 

Christ chose to trust in the 
good purpose of His Father (v. 
39b), ultimately opening the way 
to eternal life for all who would 
come to Him by faith (John 3:16). 
Submitting to the “no” of God 
achieved something of incalcula- 
ble worth and wonder far greater 
than the pain of the moment. Thus 
said, perhaps we can come to trust 
in the plan of our heavenly Father, 
allowing Him to write the story of 
our lives as He sees fit. Only God 
knows what He can accomplish in 
and through those who trust Him 
so! Remember... 

”God is just as good to us in His 
denials as He is in His approvals.” 
The denials of God are immea- 
surable mercies. If God answered 
all our prayers with a positive 
response, how miserable we would 
be. Thank heaven that heaven 
says no! Negations, restrictions, 
refusals, denials and rejections 
are all divine mercies. May we be 
as thankful when God says no as 
when He says yes. 

Thank you for taking the time 
to read this publication. Feel free 
to check us out online at www. 
NewLifeBarre.org or visit us in 
person each Sunday at 10:30am 
(COVID-19 protocols are present- 
ed on the aforementioned website). 
We hope to see you soon! 


Pastor James Foley 
New Life Assembly of God 
South Barre 


Transfiguration 


Sunday 
“This is My Son, The 
Beloved: Listen to Him!” 


Our services can be found on our 
website at www.barrechurch.com 
and Facebook page. 


Scripture Reading: 
Mark 9 verses 2-9 


[. Introduction: 

The voice of a loved one is 
something incredibly special. 
Those of you who have grandchil- 
dren know the feeling when they 
pay a visit, running towards the 
front door and you hear their pre- 
cious voices. Those of us who still 
have a parent or parents or adults 
who took care of us, know how 
special it is to still hear their voic- 
es. I am still so grateful to hear my 
90-year-old mother’s voice when 
I call her in South Africa every 
week. There are many other voices 
in our lives that are special as well. 
Sometimes they sound happy, and 
other times not so, but these are 


HERE. 

MIAA President Jeffrey 
Granatino said, “We made adyust- 
ments in the fall and had a suc- 
cess first season. We made addi- 
tional modifications for the win- 
ter and our student-athletes have 
been actively engaged since 
December. Now we are hopeful 
that with the guidance from the 
Governor’s office and of EEA, 
along with the work of our various 
committees, that we will be able to 
have a safe and successful Fall II 
Season.” You may view all MIAA 
sport modifications on the MIAA 
COVID-19 webpage. 


Program, High School 
Ambassador Program, and 
Sportsmanship Program as 
well as coaching opportuni- 
ties for high school coaches 
is the goal of this partnership. 
“Ensuring that all high school 
student-athletes in Massachusetts 
are aware of and have access to 


the voices of the ones we connect 
with and look forward to hearing. 
In fact, we are surrounded by many 
different voices, some of them 
giving us information on different 
aspects of our lives, sharing some- 
thing special or concerning with 
us, the community, the church, 
society and so forth. The messages 
we receive from all these different 
voices, have an influence on our 
daily lives, the decisions we must 
make and actions we must take. 
Those are the earthly voices we lis- 
ten to... This morning our passage 
speaks to us about the heavenly 
voice from God, addressing the 
disciples, who were with Jesus on 
the mountain, “This is My Son, the 
Beloved: Listen to Him!” 
II. The Transfiguration 
of Jesus 

In our passage we encounter 
this powerful Transfiguration expe- 
rience of Jesus on the mountain. 
Unbeknownst to Peter, John and 
James, the walk up that mountain 
would lead them to the true iden- 
tity of Jesus, the man they came to 
know as their friend and confidant. 
They thought they were alone with 
Jesus up there, but then sudden- 
ly there was a cloud, and Jesus’ 
whole physical being was trans- 
formed. Everything was shining; 
they were afraid, and then sudden- 
ly they were joined by Moses and 
Elijah, who were in conversation 
with Jesus about His departure, 
says Luke in his version of the 
Transfiguration. 

What led to this powerful expe- 
rience of Jesus on the mountain, 
are the passages in Chapter 8, 
where Jesus asked the disciples 
whom the people say He was, to 
which they responded, that He was 
John the Baptist, Elijah, and one of 
the prophets. Their own view about 
Him was expressed by Peter, that 
He was the Christ, the Messiah. 
This conversation was followed 
by Jesus’ prediction of his death, 
how He will be rejected by the 
elders, the chief priests, and the 
teachers of the law. He then told 
them that anyone who wishes to 
follow him, must carry their own 
cross, and if anyone were ashamed 
of Him the Son of Man would be 
ashamed of them when He comes 
in the glory of God. This happened 
right before they walked up that 
mountain. 

We read that Peter wanted to 
erect a tent for the three of them, 
Jesus, Moses, and Elijah, but 
instead of having his request, 
met, the disciples heard the voice 
of God from a cloud! “This is 
my Son, Whom I love. Listen to 
Him!” the voice of God exclaimed! 
What you just saw, Peter, is My 
Son, being revealed into His full 
glory! The message of God would 
transform the temporary idea of 
a tent into a declaration of Jesus 
as a transcendent Son of God, 
who could not be kept in a tent on 
the mountain. It also confirmed 
Peter’s earlier acknowledgement 
that Jesus was the Christ. If any- 
one would have any doubt about 
who He was, this awesome expe- 
rience, which you have just wit- 
nessed, should be a message to 
you, my disciples, about who I am. 

The significance of the appear- 
ance of Moses and Elijah is the 
fact that they were representatives 
of the Law and Prophecy, the cor- 
nerstones of Old Israel, says J.R 
Porter in his book, ““The Illustrated 


The following sports have 
been approved by the MIAA for 
the Fall Il Season: Cheerleading, 
Football, Indoor Track, and 
Unified Basketball. The follow- 
ing sports were approved for the 
Fall I Season, however, local dis- 
tricts may have decided to move 
them to the Fall II Season: Cross 
Country, Dance, Golf, Field 
Hockey, Soccer, Swim and Dive, 
and Volleyball. 

The timeframe of the MIAA 
Fall If Season is February 22-April 
25, 2021. There will be no MIAA 
sponsored post-season tournament 
for the Fall II Season. 


all Bay State Games programs 1s 
an important goal of our organi- 
zation,’ said Executive Director, 
Kevin Cummings. “These collab- 
orations with the NEPSAC and 
MCSAO will help us achieve this 
goal and highlight the outstand- 
ing athletes, coaches, and admin- 
istrators from both organizations. 


Guide to the Bible”. Both had their 
own Mountain experiences in the 
OT. The Transfiguration scene 
develops as a new “Sinai” with 
Jesus as the Central figure, and 
with a visible and audible mani- 
festation of God to humanity, says 
William Lane, in his commentary, 
“The Gospel of Mark’. Jesus tran- 
scended the Old Testament figures 
of Moses and Elijah. They came 
to usher in Jesus as the Christ, the 
Unique Son of God, with the voice 
of God placing the divine seal on 
that experience! 

The other time we see God 
in the Gospels appear in such an 
incredibly powerful way and with 
such brilliance, is at Jesus’ baptism 
by John the Baptist. We see Jesus 
rise up from the water, and from 
the heavens came the Spirit of God 
upon Him, in the form of a dove, 
and a voice from heaven, saying 
very similar words, “You are My 
Son, whom I love; with You I am 
well pleased.” 

III. Listen to Him, says God! 

Whatever happens next, remem- 
ber that He comes from Me, with a 
purpose; listen to Him, says God. 
He is the final Bearer of the word 
of God, says Lane. 

The words of Christ are spelled 
out for us all over in the Gospels. 
Here are some of them: You are the 
Light of the World! 

Forgive and you will be forgiv- 
en. 

Whoever receives you, receives 
not you, but Me, whoever receives 
Me, receives not me, but the One 
who sent me. 

If you follow me, you carry a 
Cross. 

Jesus’ words were instructive, 
followed by actions of love and 
compassion! Because of His self- 
less love and compassion for those 
on the margins, He was despised 
by the leaders of the time. The 
disciples, however, must listen and 
do as the Gospel teaches them, and 
not be afraid to follow Him. They 
must carry their cross. 

IV. Conclusion 

We are entering the time of 
Lent. This Transfiguration event 
precedes the period of Lent where 
Jesus would prepare Himself 
for what would happen next, the 
crucifixion. It is about the dis- 
play of the forces of life and the 
forces of darkness. The disciples 
must be aware of that, but not 
be afraid. They must carry their 
cross and bear witness to His life 
and words. 

This message is a reminder to 
us that we too are bearers of the 
Word of Christ. We are followers 
of Christ, and while we are hear- 
ing and responding to the many 
voices, we hear every day in our 
lives, voices that are good, and 
sometimes not so good, this voice 
from God is the most important 
and consistent for us as Christians, 
as the church of today. Listen to 
My Son! Listen to Him, God says! 
May this period of Lent quiet our 
hearts as we think about our Lord 
and Savior, Who came with a pur- 
pose, who died and rose again, 
who brings us life through the 
Spirit of Life, and may we, during 
this time we are living through, 
hear the voice of Christ as a calm- 
ing, comforting voice, that wants 
to guide us, be with us, and love 
us. Amen 

Pastor Margaret Keyser 

Barre Congregational Church 
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Obituaries 





Robert Simpson Hahn, 104 


OAKHAM -— Robert Simpson 
Hahn, 104, passed away at his 
home in Oakham on Jan 5, 2021. 
Robert was born on Nov 1, 1916 
in New York City, the son of 
Clarence W. and Edith S. Hahn. 
He spent most of his childhood in 
Flushing and Pomona, New York. 

He entered an engineering pro- 
gram in 1936 at the University of 
Cincinnati earning his Doctorate 
in mechanical engineering in 
1944. In the early 40s Dr. Hahn 
took a position with Heald 
Machine in Northboro where he 
invented and developed Control 
Force Grinding. Subsequently 
he was inducted into many pres- 
tigious, global engineering orga- 
nizations including: CIRP, Paris 
France and the National Academy 
of Engineering, Washington DC. 
He held many patents and is the 
author of “Handbook of Modern 
Grinding Technology.” 

In the mid-80s, he launched 
Hahn Engineering in Northboro. 
In 2000, Dr. Hahn moved his 
research operation to WPI’s 
research laboratories where he 
also became an adjunct professor 
advising graduate students. 

Dr Hahn married Helen Shead 


and they had three children: 
Barbara, Robert and David. After 
his first wife died, he married 
Kathleen Dillon in 1978 and they 
settled in Oakham, where they 
enjoyed many outdoor activities 
including canoeing, hiking, ski- 
ing and snowshoeing. Robert has 
most always had at least one horse 
in his paddock and in later years 
started adopting rescue horses. He 
was well known in the Oakham 
area and became Oakham’s oldest 
citizen in 2017 when he was pre- 
sented with the Boston Post Cane. 

He is survived by many grand- 
children and great-grandchildren, 
his horse, Storm Warning and 
many, many friends. 

A graveside service was held 
in Worcester County Memorial 
Park in Paxton. Arrangements are 
under the care of Pillsbury Funeral 
Home, 96 South Barre Road, 
Barre. For an online tribute please 
visit: Pillsburyfuneralhome.com. 


DEATH NOTICE 


Hahn, Robert Simpson 
Died Jan. 5, 2021 





Tri-Parish Community 
Church news 


NEW BRAINTREE — On 
Sunday, Feb. 21, the Tri-Parish 
Community Church wel- 
comes back the Rev. Kathleen 
Fitzgibbons to give the morning 
message. She will be assisted 
by Deacon Marguerite Crevier 
at 10 a.m. in the New Braintree 
Congregational Church. The ser- 


vice is open to everyone — all are 
welcome. 

Social distancing and masks 
required. If anyone requires pas- 
toral help during the week, they 
may contact a Deacon: Ginny 
Rich at 978-355-4485, Marguerite 
Crevier at 413-477-6942 or Marjie 
Wissiup at 508-410-7424. 


Congregational church to 
hold drive-thru dinner 


BARRE — The Barre 
Congregational Church, 30 
Park St., will host a drive-thru 
chicken parmigina dinner on 
Saturday, Feb. 27 with pick- 
up time from 5-6 p.m. The 


meal also includes antipasto 
salad and dessert. Adults are 
$12 and children under 12 are 
$5. For reservations, people 
may call Lisa Holloway at 
978-355-0140. 





UMassF ive donates hundreds 
of winter coats and clothes 


HADLEY —- UMassFive 
College Federal Credit Union 
announces their members, staff 
and community partners donat- 
ed hundreds of winter coats and 
clothing to Amherst Survival 
Center. Donations were gath- 
ered through a collection drive 
held at UMassFive’s Hadley and 
Northampton branches through- 
out the month of December. 

“This is a drive that we hold 
annually, and we weren’t sure 
what to expect in terms of dona- 
tions during the pandemic,” 
said Cait Murray, Community 
Outreach Manager at UMassFive. 
“We were pleasantly surprised to 
receive a record number of dona- 
tions this year. The generosity of 
our members, staff, and commu- 
nity partners is truly remarkable.” 

Five vehicle loads of dona- 
tions were dropped off at the 
Amherst Survival Center, 


where they were sorted and 
distributed to the communi- 
ty. “Unfortunately, the Amherst 
Survival Center had to temporari- 
ly close our community store due 
to COVID as we focus on our 
food and nutrition programs, but 
we have remained committed to 
distributing core essentials” said 
Lev Ben-Ezra, Executive Director 
of the Amherst Survival Center. 
“We are so grateful to be part- 
nering with several area organi- 
zations including Craig’s Doors 
and Family Outreach of Amherst 
to make sure every single coat, 
blanket, and winter accessory we 
collect makes it someone who 
needs it. The UMassFive coat 
drive is an essential part of that.” 

If people would like to sup- 
port the Amherst Survival Center 
directly, they may visit amherst- 
survival.org. 


Barre Gazette 


OBITUARY POLICY 





Turley Publications offers two types of 


obituaries. 


One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 


date and place. 


The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 





Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 


space occupied by the item in the advertisement. 
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Public Safety 





Barre Police Log 


Sunday, Feb. 7 
12:26 p.m. Officer Wanted West 
Street — Report Filed 


Monday, Feb. 8 

9:03 a.m. Motor Vehicle Collision/ 
Fire Barre Depot Road — Report Filed 

9:22 a.m. Follow-up Investigation 
Worcester Road — Vehicle Towed 

2:14 p.m. Officer Wanted West 
Street — Citation Issued 

6:52 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop South 
Barre Road — Citation Issued 


Tuesday, Feb. 9 
2:35 p.m. Unattended Death 
Sheldon Road — Report Filed 
10 p.m. Citizen Assist Worcester 
Road — Vehicle Removed 


Wednesday, Feb. 10 
11:45 a.m. Suspicious Person/ 
Vehicle Wauwinet Road — Officer 


Spoke to Party 
9:04 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop West 
Street — Citation Issued 


Thursday, Feb. 11 

8:51 a.m. Safety Concern Summer 
Street — Officer Advised 

9:49 a.m. Breaking and Entering 
Past Residential Cut Off Road — 
Officer Spoke to Party 

6:54 p.m. Officer Wanted South 
Street — Report Filed 

7:03 p.m. Chest Pain/Heart 
Problems South Street — Services 
Rendered 

8:16 p.m. Sick/Unknown Sunrise 
Avenue — Ambulance Signed Refusal 


Friday, Feb. 12 
7:53 a.m. Serve Warrant Clem 
Court — Removed to Court/Lockup 
12:07 p.m. Breathing Difficulty 
Summer Street — Ambulance Signed 


Refusal 

5:59 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop 
Hubbardston Road — Citation 
Issued 

9:05 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Valley 
Road — Citation Issued 

9:48 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Main 
Street — Citation Issued 


Sunday, Feb. 14 
4:37 a.m. Falls Wheelwright Road 
— Ambulance Signed Refusal 


SOUTH BARRE 


Monday, Feb. 8 
12:44 p.m. Traffic Hazard Oakham 
Road — Information Taken 


Tuesday, Feb. 9 
9:40 a.m. Motor Vehicle Collision 
Hit and Run North Brookfield Road — 
Information Taken 


Hubbardston Police Log 


Sunday, Feb. 7 

8:04 a.m. Sick/Unknown Hale 
Road — Referred to Other Agency 

1:58 p.m. Motor Vehicle Collision/ 
Fire New Templeton Road - 
Ambulance Signed Refusal 

6:53 p.m. Fire, Appliance Hale 
Road — Fire Extinguished 


Monday, Feb. 8 

7:33 a.m. Identity Theft Laurel 
Street — Investigation (On-Going) 

9:55 a.m. Property Damage Old 
Princeton Cutoff Road — Officer Spoke 
to Party 

12:30 p.m. Property Damage 
Williamsville Road — Report Filed 

5:21 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop 
Gardner Road — Citation Issued 

5:45 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop 
Worcester Road — Citation Issued 

6:46 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop 
Worcester Road — Written Warning 


Tuesday, Feb. 9 

2:38 p.m. Motor Vehicle Collision/ 
Fire Gardner Road — Report Filed 

4:17 p.m. Animal, Emergency 
Call Old Westminster Road — Animal 
Returned to Owner 

7:24 p.m. Parking Violation Geordie 
Lane — Vehicle Removed 


Wednesday, Feb. 10 

6:28 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop 
Gardner Road — Citation Issued 

Summons: Jean Farrell Vidal Da 
Silva, 34, Gardner 

Unlicensed Operation of Motor 
Vehicle 

8:10 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop 
Bemis Road — Citation Issued 


Thursday, Feb. 11 
12:10 a.m. Recreational Vehicle 
Complaint Main Street — Arrest(s) 


Made 

Summons: Matthew T. Beauvais, 
28, Hubbardston 

Snow/Recreational Vehicle — 
Public Way Violation; Uninsured Motor 
Vehicle 

9:02 a.m. Elevator Rescues Elm 
Street — No Action Required 

9:13 a.m. Fraud/Forgery 
Highbridge Road — Call Transferred 


Friday, Feb. 12 
3:28 p.m. Motor Vehicle Collision/ 
Fire Healdville Road — Ambulance 
Signed Refusal 


Saturday, Feb. 13 
10:42 a.m. Structure Fire Brigham 
Street — Fire Extinguished 
3 p.m. Fire, Chimney Bemis Road 
— Fire Extinguished 
11:02 p.m. Structure Fire Abenaki 
Street — Fire Extinguished 


Oakham Police Log 


Sunday, Feb. 7 
7:43 a.m. Sick/Unknown Bechan 
Road — Transported to Hospital 
4:43 p.m. Officer Initiated Bechan 
Road — Building Checked/Secured 


Monday, Feb. 8 
11:43 a.m. Falls South Road — 
Transported to Hospital 
12:26 p.m. Fraud/Forgery Barre 
Road — Officer Spoke to Party 
1:23 p.m. Fraud/Forgery Parmenter 
Road — Report Filed 


Wednesday, Feb. 10 
5:57 p.m. Motor Vehicle Disabled 
Pine Road — Vehicle Removed 


Thursday, Feb. 11 
12:15 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop 
Worcester Road — Citation Issued 
11:23 p.m. Sick/Unknown Bechan 
Road — Transported to Hospital 


Friday, Feb. 12 
1:05 p.m. Property Dispute Scott 
Road — Report Filed 
Summons: Michael A. Chionchio, 


52, Oakham 
Threat to Commit Crime; Assault 


Saturday, Feb. 13 

11:53 a.m. Building/Property Check 
North Brookfield Road — Area Patrolled 

Summons: Jared W. Boutin, 41, 
Oakham 

Leave Scene of Property Damage 

12:17 p.m. Motor Vehicle Collision 
Hit and Run North Brookfield Road — 
Citation Issued 

12:28 p.m. Motor Vehicle Collision 
Rutland Road — Vehicle Towed 


Gobi fights for changes to COVID 
vaccination sign-up system 


BOSTON — Senator Anne 
Gobi (D-Spencer) took a pair of 
actions recently in reaction to the 
start of phase two in the state’s 
COVID-19 vaccination plan, 
which is set to open up to vac- 
cinate individuals 75+ starting 
Feb. 1. With the announcement 
made on Tuesday, Jan. 26 the 
Commonwealth would be moving 
into the second phase of the pro- 
gram, many waited eagerly at the 
online portals set up by the state 
to take their place in line only to 
be frustrated by a lack of available 
appointments and a system, which 
seemed to put the burden on con- 
stituents to stay vigilant as they 
worked to find appointments from 
multiple sites. 

Hearing concerns from her 
constituents, Gobi immediately set 
to circulate a letter amongst her 
legislative colleagues expressing 


issue with the barriers the online 
system was creating for the older 
population and those with limited 
access to technology and implor- 
ing the Administration to devel- 
op a user friendly 1-800 number 
and a centralized system under the 
COVID-19 Task Force to allow 
Massachusetts residents to access 
the sign up process in an easier 
fashion. The letter received bipar- 
tisan support from 25 state sena- 
tors and 61 representatives, each 
of whom had heard the same diffi- 
culties in their own districts. 
While the current appointment 
system has created mass confusion 
and anxiety as seniors eligible for 
Phase 2 vaccinations are asked to 
navigate a complex web of inter- 
net links and appointment slots, 
this new portal would simplify and 
standardize the process statewide 
for booking appointments and 


allow a phone-based system for 
seniors, who lack access or famil- 
larity with technology. 
Governor Baker spoke 
Thursday, Jan. 28 on the issues 
many faced, pledging to set up a 
call center for COVID-19 vacci- 
nation appointments next week, 
but providing minimal details 
on the timing or capacity it may 
have. While Gobi welcomed the 
implementation of such a sys- 
tem she reiterated it should have 
been anticipated and put in place 
from the start. She said she would 
continue to work on behalf of the 
Commonwealth’s most vulnerable 
citizens to ensure they will be able 
to receive the vaccine in a timely 
and expedient manner. For more 
information on the actions taken 
this week, people may contact 
Senator Gobi’s office via email at 
Anne.Gobi@ MASenate. gov. 


This paper publishes birth, engagement, wedding and significant anniversary announcements free of charge. 
Simply log on to our web site, choose the paper you want the announcement to appear in, then use our SUBMISSION link to email your information. 


*birth 


announcements announcements announcements 


encasement weddin®™ 


Www.newspapers.turley.com 


NEWS & FEATURES 


As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general 
news, personality profiles, and community features that 
we know about. This includes all selectmen and school 
committee meetings as well as spot planning board, board 
of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by 
the issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual 
major community event features that we should always 
cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other 
features to celebrate the fabric of our communities and 
their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers 
provide funding for this paid staff coverage. 

For more information on news or community features 
for the Barre Gazette, please email edowner@turley.com. 
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Sunday, Feb. 7 


7:43 a.m. Sick/Unknown Bechan 
Road — Transported to Hospital 


Rutland Police Log 


Violation to Conceal ID 
12:32 p.m. Harassing/Annoying 
Phone Calls Mark Circle — Officer Took 


9:55 a.m. Bleeding (Non-Traumatic) Call 


Thornapple Circle — Transported to 


Hospital 


11:19 a.m. Falls Autumn Wood Drive 


— Transported to Hospital 


1:30 p.m. Motor Vehicle Collision/ 
Fire Prospect Street — Report Filed 


Monday, Feb. 8 


11:43 a.m. Falls South Road — 


Transported to Hospital 


3:01 p.m. Fraud/Forgery Valley View 
Circle — Officer Spoke to Party 


5:07 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop 
Pleasantdale Road — Citation Issued 
5:20 p.m. 


Larceny/Theft 


Sassawanna Road — Officer Spoke to 


Party 


11:23 p.m. Sick/Unknown Bechan 


Road — Transported to Hospital 


Wednesday, Feb. 10 


Warrant 


7:02 p.m. Sick/Unknown Kosta 


Avenue — Officer Spoke to Party 


Tuesday, Feb. 9 


8:48 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop 
Pommogussett Road — Vehicle Towed 
Summons: Josue I. Perez, 31, 


Natick 
Unregistered Motor 


During the week of Feb. 1-8, the 
Hardwick/New Braintree Police 
Department responded to 49 build- 
ing/property checks, 20 directed/area 


Vehicle; 
Uninsured Motor Vehicle; Number Plate 


Thursday, Feb. 11 
9:05 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Main 


1:38 a.m. Seizures Birchwood Road 
— Transported to Hospital 

4:10 p.m. Serve Warrant Glenwood 
Road — Arrest(s) Made 

Arrest: Joel D. Poulin, 48, Rutland 


254.1 


Friday, Feb. 12 


2:09 a.m. Parking Violation 
Fernwood Drive — Written Warning 
a.m. Parking Violation 
Fernwood Drive — Written Warning 


7:23 a.m. Prowler/Trespasser 
Hillside Road — Officer Spoke to Party 


Street — Vehicle Towed 


230 P.M: 


Hospital 


4:35 p.m. Motor Vehicle Collision 
Hit and Run Crawford Road — Officer 


Took Call 


Sick/Unknown 
Pommogussett Road — Transported to 


11:40 p.m. Fire, Appliance Main 
Street — Fire Extinguished 


Saturday, Feb. 13 
9:41 a.m. Fraud/Forgery Lewis 


Street — Information Given 


Hardwick Police Log 


patrols, 10 radar assignments, nine traf- 


fic controls, seven emergency 911 calls, 
one scam, one larceny/theft/shoplifting, 
one hazardous incident and 11 motor 
vehicle stops in the town of Hardwick. 


Monday, Feb. 1 


1:36 p.m. Phone — Larceny/Theft/ 
Shoplifting Broad Street — Spoken To 

4:57 p.m. Phone — Medical Alarm 
Highland Terrace — Transported to 


Hospital 


Tuesday, Feb. 2 


Road — Spoken To 


10:55 a.m. 911 — Suspicious Activity 
High Street — Spoken To 
911 —- 
Emergency Barre Road — Transported 


10:59 a.m. 


to Hospital 


3:59 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 


6:49 p.m. Phone — 911 Misdial Old 
Petersham Road — Officer Handled 

9:53 p.m. Phone — Serve Warrant 
Lower Road — Arrest(s) Made 


Warning 
10:21 a.m. Phone — Welfare Check 
Church Lane — Transported to Hospital 
5:03 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 


11:25 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Barre 
Paxton Road — Written Warning 


Stop Barre Road — Citation Issued 


Wednesday, Feb. 3 
7:20 a.m. Phone — Hazardous 
Incident Barre Road — Investigated 
10:43 a.m. Phone — Scam Barre 


Medical 


Agency 


Stop Upper Church Street — Citation 


Issued 


3:07 a.m. 911 — Utility Issues Lower 


Road — Services Rendered 


11:08 a.m. 911 — Lockout Church 


Lane — Checked/Secured 


4:01 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop Main Street — Citation Issued 


Thursday, Feb. 4 
7:38 a.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop Barre Road — Vehicle Towed 
9:48 a.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop Petersham Road — Written 


Friday, Feb. 5 


8:29 a.m. 911 — Lockout Main Street 
— Services Rendered 

11:13 a.m. Radio — 
Emergency Main Street — Call Canceled 

3:46 p.m. Initiated — Investigation 
Hardwick Road — Spoken To 

11:16 p.m. Phone — Safety Hazard 
Church Lane — Taken/Referred to Other 


Medical 


Sunday, Feb. 7 


2 a.m. Phone — Medical Emergency 
Hardwick Road — Transported to 


Hospital 
7:03 a.m. 911 — Medical Emergency 
Prouty Road — Transported to Hospital 
8:40 a.m. 911 — Unattended Death 
Goddard Road — Investigated 


New Braintree Police Log 


During the week of Feb. 1-8, the 
Hardwick/New Braintree Police 


Rendered 


Department responded to 17 build- 


ing/property checks, 26 directed/area 
patrols, seven radar assignments, one 
traffic control, three emergency 911 
calls, two animals calls, three motor 


Rendered 


vehicle stops and one motor vehicle 


accident in the town of New Braintree. 


Monday, Feb. 1 
6:38 p.m. Phone - 


Medical 


Emergency Barre Road — Services 


Wednesday, Feb. 3 
1:48 p.m. 911 — Motor Vehicle 
Accident Ware Road — Services 


Thursday, Feb. 4 
6:13 a.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop Barre Road — Citation Issued 
1:28 p.m. Phone — BOLO Gilbertville 


Road — Negative Contact 


5:11 p.m. Phone — Complaint 
Oakham Cut Off Road — No Action 


Required 
10:36 p.m. 911 — Fire, Auto West 
Road — Extinguished 
3:19 a.m. Phone -—- 


Medical 


Emergency Davis Road — Services 


Public Notices 


Rendered 
6:04 p.m. 911 — Complaint Webb 
Road — Checked/Secured 





Community Outreach 
Ohana Cannabis LLC 

Notice is hereby given 
that a Community outreach 
meeting for a proposed 
Marijuana Establishment 
is scheduled for Monday, 
February 22, 2021 at 6 
p.m. in the Town hall of 
New Braintree - meeting 
room - 20 Memorial Drive, 
New Braintree, MA 01531. 
If you are not able to 
attend we will also be host- 
ing the meeting on zoom at 
the same time if you have 
any questions. The zoom 
information will be post- 
ed on the town website. 
The proposed Wholesale 
Cultivation and Processing 
only service will not pro- 
vide retail sales in the 
community. The facility 
iS anticipated to be locat- 
ed at 225 Hardwick Rd., 
New Braintree, MA 01531. 
There will be an opportu- 
nity for the public to ask 
questions. 
02/18/2021 


THE 
COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS 


MASSACHUSETTS 
DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION - 
HIGHWAY DIVISION 
NOTICE OF A 
PUBLIC HEARING 


Project File No. 608851 

A Virtual Design Public 
Hearing will be published 
on the MassDOT website 
below to present the design 
for the proposed bridge 
replacement project on 
Creamery Road Over Ware 
River in Hardwick and New 
Braintree, MA. 

WHEN: 

Thursday, March 4, 2021 

PURPOSE: The pur- 
pose of this hearing is to 
provide the public with 
the opportunity to become 
fully acquainted with the 
proposed bridge replace- 
ment project. All views and 
comments submitted in 
response to the hearing will 
be reviewed and considered 
to the maximum extent pos- 
sible. 

PROPOSAL: This pro- 
posed bridge project con- 
sists of a 100’ long single 
span bridge. The bridge 
will increase the total curb- 
to-curb width to 14’ and an 
architecturally styled con- 
crete bridge railing system 
will be located along both 
sides of the bridge with a 
steel highway guard rail- 
ing located on both sides of 
both approaches. The road- 
way will be raised approx- 
imately 2’ to provide for 
hydraulic clearances which 
will require approximately 





200’ of roadway improve- 
ments along both sides of 
the bridge. 

A secure right-of-way is 
necessary for this project. 
Acquisitions in fee and per- 
manent or temporary ease- 
ments may be required. The 
Towns of Hardwick and 
New Braintree towns are 
responsible for acquiring all 
needed rights in private or 
public lands. MassDOT’s 
policy concerning land 
acquisitions will be present- 
ed in the hearing. 

Written statements and 
other exhibits regarding the 
proposed undertaking are 
to be submitted to Patricia 
A. Leavenworth, P.E., 
Chief Engineer, MassDOT, 
10 Park Plaza, Boston, 
MA 02116, Attention: 
Project Management, File 
No. 608851. Mailed state- 
ments and exhibits intended 
for inclusion in the public 
hearing transcript must be 
postmarked no later than 
ten (10) business days after 
the hearing is posted to the 
MassDOT website listed 
below. Project inquiries may 
be emailed to dot.feedback. 
highway @state.ma.us. 

This hearing is accessi- 
ble to people with disabil- 
ities. MassDOT provides 
reasonable accommodations 
and/or language assistance 


free of charge upon request 
(e.g interpreters in American 
Sign Language and languag- 
es other than English, live 
captioning, videos, assistive 
listening devices and alter- 
nate material formats), as 
available. For accommoda- 
tion or language assistance, 
please contact MassDOT’s 
Chief Diversity and Civil 
Rights Officer by phone 
(857-368-8580), TTD/ 
TTY at (857) 266-0603, fax 
(857) 368-0602 or by email 
(MassDOT.CivilRights @ 
dot.state.ma.us). Requests 
should be made as soon as 
possible prior to the meet- 
ing, and for more difficult 
to arrange services includ- 
ing sign-language, CART 
or language translation or 
interpretation, requests 
should be made at least ten 
business days before the 
hearing. 

This Virtual Design 
Public Hearing or a can- 
cellation announcement will 
be posted on the internet 


at wWww.mass.gov/mass- 
dot-highway-design-pub- 
lic-hearings. 
JONATHAN GULLIVER, 
HIGHWAY 
ADMINISTRATOR 


PATRICIA A. 
LEAVENWORTH, P.E., 
CHIEF ENGINEER 

02/18, 02/25/2021 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 


Access archives and 


digital tear sheets by 


newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


A1 WE STILL HAVE SEASONED 
FIREWOOD Prompt Delivery and 
Competitive Pricing. Call now S & K 
413-267-3100 


AA SEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 


SEASONED OAK & Hardwood. Cut, 
split and delivered. 413-575-4243. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or 
back pain? If you have insurance, you 
may qualify for the perfect brace at 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, 
service or business to 1.7 million 
households throughout New England. 
Reach 4 million potential readers 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for 
$250. OFF your stairlift purchase and 
FREE DVD & brochure! 1-844-325- 
8610 


WANTED TO BUY 


CASH PAID FOR Smith & Wesson 


s : little to no cost. Get yours today! Call ; 
ili pie 1-800-217-0504 quickly and inexpensively with great | Wooden gun grips. One set or a box 
FIREWOOD results. Use the Buy New England full. Call (413)246-4966. 
INVENTORS- FREE INFOR- Classified Ad Network by calling 


Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 [ede 


MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea start- 
er guide. Submit your idea for a free 
consultation. 


(413)283-8393, classifieds @turley. 
com. Do they work? You are reading 
one of our ads now!! Visit our website 
to see where your ads run 
communitypapersne.com 


2021 
TAX. TUNE 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


AUTHORIZED 


<ai> 


PROVIDER 


Call For An 
ent 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov. 


Income Tax Preparation 


~ 3l years tax experience ~ | 


Bruce J. Charwick 


, AYVINOHIZEeEY 


PROVIDER 


62 Jim Ash Road 


(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 01069 


Personal & Small Business 





TAX PREPARATION SERVICE 
413 324-2135 


IRS Certified Tax Preparers 


Federal & All States 


Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience. 
1622 North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
Fasttax @charter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


CLASSIFIED DEADLINES 
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN 


FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 








588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 


www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


We are here and ready for the 2020 tax filing season! 
Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership tax filing. 
Please give us a call at the office or 
visit our website for our COVID practices. 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


RS) Tel: 413-289-0058 
<ai> Fax: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www. kitchentabletaxes.com 


\V/ (elfen al (e) dim ke) arslalem ml ptclaleliclipelsi Ali [eets 


IRS Problems? 
Let a Professional Handle it for you. 
Call us anytime! 


Complete Tax Services: 
Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 


Telephone (413) 786-8727 * Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com « pauline@ melchioritax.com 
24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 





Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here 


CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY! 








A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 










A B Hauling and 
Clute e-lm yale: 


A & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 

8868. 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 
CIALIST Decks, additions, garages, 
sheds, porches, repair work. BBB 
Approved Tim 413-563-2229 Lic 
#053483 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es- 
timate. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


WESTERN MASS INDIVIDUAL- 


IZED HOME CARE To provide wide 
range of medical services. Including 
Hospice Care. Will come to your home 
for necessary medical tasks. (413) 
289-6729 


Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE’ ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864., 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL SER- 
VICE. FINISHING, PAINTING, 
CEILINGS (SMOOTH OR TEX- 
TURED). 40+ YEARS EXPERI- 
ENCE. FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ART- 
IST - learn how to teach painting with 
this special method to people of all 
ages and abilities and have your own 
business with a stable income. Fill the 
need for more art in healthcare facili- 
ties. Check it out at: 
www.artis4every1.com or call 
(508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh 413-636-5957 


Find archives of this 
local newspaper at 


WWww.newspapers.turley.com 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call: 413-283-8393 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$27.50 


DEADLINES: 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price 
$28.00 





Base Price Base Price Base Price Base Price 
$28.50 $29.00 $29.50 $30.00 


Base Price 
$32.00 


Base Price 
$31.50 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$30.50 $31.00 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 


Base Price Base Price 
$33.00 $33.50 $34.00 





Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 


Quabbin ———— 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 









WILLIAMSBURG 





Add $10 for a second Zone 
P98 §34.50 9835.00 9835.50 **"33500| or add $15 to run in 

ALL THREE ZONES. 
Name: sion First ZONE base price 
Address: ee Add a second ZONE 
Town, State Zips Add a third ZONE 
Number of Weeks:___ CX «Sper week rate =G _ Subtotal 
Credit Card: _} MasterCard LIVISA Discover 1 Cash lL) Check# x Number of Weeks 
Card#: Cp. Date CVV 7 TOTAL Enclosed 
Amount of charge: ___ Cte: ae 






| BARRE 
OAKHAM 
NEW BRAINTREE 


BELCHERTOWN 
GRANBY : 
_ a 


a 


EASTHAMPTON 
; WILBRAHAM 


WEST 
SPRINGFIELD 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 
HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 






HUBBARDSTON 






BROOKFIELD 


EAST 
BROOKFIELD 






BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 








Residential 
Circulation: 


Suburban 
59,000 







Includes 
additional words 


$10.00 
55,00 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


Quabbin 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 
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Call us at 413.283.8393 





PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 


TRASH, JUNK, CLUTTER We clean 
out all. Prompt courteous service. Ful- 
ly insured. Free estimates. Dumpster 
service available. DiRico Properties 
(413) 530-1299 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se- 
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call 
today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 


Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 


SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 








MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





FOR RENT 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col- 
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta- 
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.’ We will not knowing- 
ly accept any advertising for real es- 
tate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 
¢Fully Applianced 
eCommunity Room 
eLaundry Facilities 
eCats Welcome 
eExtra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA 


ere 


OPPORTUNITY 





PALMER 1BR, ALL APPLIANC- 
ES. OPEN K/DRILR, Storage/Laun- 
dry in Basement. 2nd Floor. No Smok- 
ing/Pets. 1st/Last/Security $800.00/ 
Month. Breton Estates (413)283- 
6940 


STORAGE 


SECURE STORAGE Winter Spe- 
cial. Rent a 5’x10: 2 months payment 
up front, 3rd month free. Call Mary 
(413)531-3722 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


Find your 
dream home or 
apartment or 
list your 
property here! 





Post your job openings 
in our classifieds section. 


wl 





>) 


Se eves 


tle ’ ‘deveger 
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We get results! 
Call 1-800-824-6548 


i‘ 


ris 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


Purchase a photo that recently ran in 
(oe) al=me) model am eb] e)icer-\ile)al-e 
Go to newspapers.turley.com/ 
photo-request 


Buying? 
Selling? 


Our Classifieds 
Get Results! 
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Second Chance receives Petsmart Charities grant 


EAST BROOKFIELD — Second 
Chance Animal Services received a 
$70,000 grant from PetSmart Charities 
to help prepare more shelter pets for 
adoption and ensure they are ready to 
find loving homes. This grant will assist 
in providing veterinary care to homeless 
pets so they can get the “second chance” 
they deserve. 

With three full-service veterinary 
hospitals and a transport quarantine 
facility, Second Chance is uniquely 
qualified to help at-risk homeless pets. 

“We are grateful for the continued 
support of PetSmart Charities in our 
work to help pets in need,” said Second 
Chance development director Lindsay 


Doray. “So many pets come through 
our transport program after sitting in 
overcrowded shelters across the country. 
Here in Massachusetts, we have many 
families hoping to find a new family 
pet. These funds will help us to update 
vaccinations and provide spay neuter 
surgeries and veterinary care so each pet 
can start their new life with their new 
family.” 

“Second Chance Animal Services 
continues to provide critical care to 
shelter pets, effectively reducing the 
homeless pet population and short- 
ening their shelter stay,’ said Johnny 
Jenkins, associate relationship manager 
at PetSmart Charities. ““We are proud to 


support this work that will give home- 
less pets the best chance at finding lov- 
ing homes.” 

Since 1994, through its partnership 
with nearly 4,000 humane societies, 
SPCAs and pet rescues across North 
America, PetSmart Charities has helped 
more than 9.5 million pets to find lov- 
ing homes via its in-store adoption pro- 
gram in over 1,650 PetSmart® stores. 
The leading funder of animal welfare 
has also donated nearly $430 million to 
positively impact communities, to help 
preserve families, to improve access 
to veterinary care and to connect peo- 
ple and pets through initiatives like this 
with Second Chance. 


Second Chance helps over 40,000 
pets each year through a variety of pro- 
grams. For more information on Second 
Chance, people may visit www.second- 
chanceanimals.org. 


Turner is a 2-year-old male cat 
rescued from an overcrowded 
shelter in Georgia. He suffers 
from entropion, a genetic abnor- 
mality which causes his lower 
eyelids to curl in so hair is rub- 
bing on the surface of his eyes. 
After recovery from surgery to 
relieve him from this uncomfort- 
able condition, he will be avail- 
able to adoption. 





Submitted photo 





BUYLINE 









_ BUYING OR SELLING.... 
yo » WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU! | 





h x 
OVER 3,000 APPLIANCES ON HAND ‘20 with ’ y 
FOR PICK UP OR QUICK DELIVERY!!! | | Get a : www.PostRoadRealty.com 


$269,900 


177 NEW BRAINTREE is ile BROOKFIELD 


Purchase NAPA Legend Battery to receive a 
$10 Rebate or NAPA Legend Premium Battery 
to receive a $20 Rebate’ 


Compra la bateria NAPA Legend para recibir $10 de reembolso 
0 la bateria Legend Premium para recibir $20 de reembolso. 





MORE APPLIANCES IN STOCK 
THAN ANY OTHER STORE!!! 
PRESEASON BIKE SALE 
Snowblowers In Stock! 
Tubes, Sleds, Toboggans & Ice Skates 
WHITCO TOY & BIKE ¢@2 7: Ei] 

Tt 140 Main St., Spencer 


AATNTET Te www.whitcosales.com 508-885-9343 





Move-in ready 2 bedroom 1 bath fa 
| ranch located on a large 2 acre ! pete A) \Bece yy 
wooded lot in the historic town [vier ed 0) 

of West Brookfield. This is the /etiiepaamests = 
first time this single owner home [Mesieaperamiae = 

has hit the market. Lovingly [igggamemmeetc est 
maintained over the years, this Pa \skie=sans 

quality home has a large, NeW [ees . 
deck, recent interior paint and new == 
| hardwood flooring. New carpets in b= SE RNS A es 
bedrooms. Central air. Brand new saptie Wired for an iam Sica: Wueeanily wil love 
the 15 x 30 oval above-ground pool. The full unfinished basement has plenty of storage. 
A very private yard with a storage shed. 








Claim Rebate on NAPArebates.com 


AAA Premium batteries qualify for the $20 rebate 
in participating regions. See store for more details. 









Fri NAPA AUTO PARTS: 
._4 WARE*WEST BROOKFIELD 


116 Federal St. 117 West Main St., 
(Rt. 9) Belchertown W. Brookfield * 508-867-9947 
413-323-7661 © 323-9296 Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2 























Open: Mon. thru Sat. 10am-8pm; Sun. 10am-7pm 









Follow us on @& 
Facebook 


Cassie Paolucci 


175 West St., Ware 
413-967-5121 © 967-3184 


Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-7; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2 
! ae WARREN - LAND $45, 000 - 20a acres 6 with ren L. 


Support Your Hometown Businesses 


4 Warren. Already has a garage 


the property with electrical service. Je . \\ 
There is town water/sewer and fice w 

Buying ... lam an accredited buyers representative 
Selling... I have a proven marketing plan 


™ gas on the street. This lot is close 
Relocating... I can guide you every step of the way! 


- to Rt 67 and is in the Path Finders 
Lisa Caron, Broker/Owner 


school district. Short commute to 
the Mass pike. With the garage 

ABR,GRI,SRS,SRES,MRP,LMC,CDPE, 
PSA,RENE,E-PRO,C2EX 


already on the lot this would make a great spot fore someone looking for 
42 W. Main Street (Rt. 9) LISA} CARON 


a workshop or even extra storage space! This is a building lot per the 
owner and with the garage already there you already have instant equity! 
Brookfield, MA © 508-341-8299 Lg ee estore 
www.lisacaron.com UOl: SAP PMS UTA HAT Cre aren 











Market Your Home with Style 
Professional Photography 
ABC TV Promotion 
Floor Plans - Social Media Ads 
Brochures - Postcards - Print Ads 
Targeted Online Advertising 


BUYING ¢ SELLING ¢e RELOCATING [R 
6k COLDWELL BANKER STEWART & STEWART ~~ 
RESIDENTIAL 413-387-8608 


BROKERAGE 
Nathan.Stewart@NEMoves.com e StewartandStewartHomes.com 





1-978-434-1990 


Century 21 Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
Nonna URY 21 21) @® North East 
Seaieatten 109 West St., Ware www.DorrindaSellsHomes.com 





WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH! 








We Buy And Sell Precious Metals 


Gold, Silver, Rare Coins, Bullion Coins, Precious Metal Bars, 
U.S. & Foreign Currency, All Varieties of Coins 





KIC 0 



















ee 


BULK ROAD SALT ¢ BULK TREATED SALT 
WASHED WINTER ROAD SAND e SAND/SALT MIX 


STOCK UP NOW! 
Construction Stone * Landscaping Stone « Title V Septic Sand 


Preby Sand ¢ Concrete Sand ¢ Stone Dust 
Crushed Gravel ¢ Crushed Concrete ¢ Cold Patch 


yl 


Always Buying 
Gold & Silver Jewelry, Class Rings, Wedding Bands, 


Gold & Silver, Coins, Sterling Silver, Flatware, 
Proof & Mint Sets, Commeratives and Estates 


en 





PLUVOL Se 
MO} 






me 







SA Vuehelss an ae:b usm Greshet 
13 Pleasant Street, Gardner 
978-632-7123 


THE WARE RIVER NEWS 


is offering our local businesses 
an opportunity to advertise at a 








Screened Loam - Stored in Building 


Homeowner Friendly ¢ No Minimums 
PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY! 
98 North Spencer Road, 


, Route 31N, Spencer, MA 
508-885-6100 
ap pl a 


Sand, Gravel &Asphalt ea =e 


shinies ieetanathadeaeaiianaaianmacue: anaes 
FSCS SOSCSYVe 
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e 
Chantel Bleau Accounting |, 
WARE nm in full . ¥ 7 | 
swing, Chant tel Blea 





Shrimp Cocktail Appetizers 
Main Entrees 
Lobster Heart Shaped Ravioli 
Surf & Turf 
Stuffed Chicken Breast 
Beer Battered Fish 





Business profile - 250 words 
Photo - yourself, employees 
or building 

Advertisement - 3 x 6 








CHANTEL-BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING 


» For Full 


‘ 
5 SS WW Accounting & 
+7" ; Tax Service 
id ! y B Small Business 
’ } 


B Quarterly Reports 

Bf Financial 
Statements 

bel Tax Preparation 










Ice Melt = Shovels Roof Rakes 
Construction Heaters 


Curing Blankets * Gloves 


1 @) [ed 1 =5 = 


Pe Seen 


199 East Broadway (RT. 2A), Gardner —-__—_—& 
978-669-0088 * concretesolutionsonline.com 


This special section will run in the 
April 1st issue of The Ware River News 
& The Journal Register. 


Quarter page ad with story (4.75x6) $239 
Half page ad with story (9.75x6) $399 
Full page ad with story (9.75x13) $559 








‘or An Appointment —_—s[ AUTHORIZED 


413- 967- 8364 


228 West St., Ware, MA.01082 | proviver 








E.B. Fiatts 


Rte 9 E. Brookfield © 508-867-6643 


Hours: Sun., Mon, Tues., Wed. 7-2 
Thurs., Fri. & Sat. 7-8 














@ 
* Contact Dan Flynn to reserve your space today 
Publications, Inc. 413-967-3505 ¢ cell 413-297-5886 or dflynn@turley.com 


- A TURLEY PUBLICATION - 
WWW.TURLEY.COM 








wee, COME SEE US FOR: 
ae = ‘Veo e Dental Cleanings s Cosmetic Dentistry: ® Pediatric Dentistry 
“aN y = e Orthodontics: Fillings, Crownsand _  e Periodontal Care 
Pa. ee Braces and Invisalign® Bridges, Veneers, e Laser Gum Therapy 


e Dental Emergencies Teeth Whitening e Extractions & Implants 





WEST BROOKFIELD _ WE ACCEPT MOST DENTAL INSURANCES! 


LD E- N I A L Dr. Derrick Tengco’ Dr. BakrAmin Dr. Sam Alkhoury 508-86/7-2/7// 9 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 


General Dentist Pediatric Dentist Orthodontist www.westbrookfielddental.com 


